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The Nature of the Inner Vision 
Keener is our realisation that art offers 
an escape from life into reality, as otu· 
sunencler to the Holy Trinity of Music, 
Art and Poetry becomes more complete. 
I{eality is no more than that whicl1 
touches the five senses of man, and the 
average man has a capacity for embrac-
ing what is false and denying what is 
true, according to an American critic. 
'l'o speak in mystic capitals, the artist 
finds the Great Reality because he alone 
attains to ideal self-knowledge and self-
cxpression. By inward contemplation the 
g-enius seeks the truths which are undis-
clo8ecl to the many. His soul, if we rnay 
me a term which i8 more poetic than 
exact, i8 attuned to the universe. 'l'hc 
artist soars to planes of thought anll 
understanding unknown to lesser men, 
and 8pealrn through the medium of art. 
Invariably the life of the supreme 
arti<;t is characterised by three periods: 
a fir8t period of youthful enthusiasm, 
clnring which the wing8 of his genius 
grow more powerful; a second period of 
"stonn and stress,' during which he i~ 
in revolt against the stupidities of man; 
and a final period of tranquillity, when he 
has turned inwards-his gaze. In this last 
period of his development he sees beyond 
the world of fitful mortality. He passes 
1J1e outposts of the world, hears the music 
of the stars, and gives substance to the 
dreams of men. 
'l'his final inspiration, this "divine in-
sight," what is itR natnre~ Perhaps it is 
thr vanity of man, sco1·ning thr material 
or sricntific explanation, which promp1s 
him to assert that it is a spiritµal bond 
with the laws of nature. Or it may be 
the same wonder which ur~es him to n-
fute the suggestion that the pale beauty 
of a rose is only selection. Indeed, the 
same feelings are aroused if we believe 
that only the inrush of Campanian waters 
chilled to eternal silence the lips of 
Shelley, and transformed that fiery 
spirit into the pallid clay which 
morning revealed on the sands of 
Spezzia. What, we may well ask, is this 
final inspiration~ It may be a rare sense 
of inner vision-the vision which makes 
the artist, to use a phrase of Rupert 
Brooke 's, ''a pulse in the eternal mind.'· 
Let us, for a mopient, linger with the 
poets themselves, who have speculated 
on the nature of the inspiration which 
has raised them to the stars. In his 
"Defence of Poetry,'' Shelley discusses 
the nature of the inner vision in a fashion 
which suggests that the nature of his 
own inspiration was as inexplicable to 
himself as it is to "l1s. "We are aware/' 
he writes, ''of evanescent visitatipns of 
thought and feeling sometimes associated 
with place or person, sometimes regard-
ing our own mind alone, and always ari8-
ing unforeseen and departing unbidden 
...... It is as it were the interpenetra-
tion of a diviner nature through our 
own.'' 
'l'nrning to Francis Thompson1 we find 
an attempt to define more exactly, more 
scientifically, the stages of the artist's 
creation. ''There is first the ideal,'' 
Thompson says, '' s_econclly the mental 
image of the ideal. ..... thirdly, the ex-
ternal or objrrtiYe rrproclnction of the 
mental image in material form and 
colour.'' In this regard there is much 
unanimity amongst creative artists. 
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Contributing his share to the hundredth 
anniversary of Beethoven's birth, Wagn el' 
wrote an essay on the genius of tii c 
greatest of musicians, and, although hi,.; 
speculations were more rnetaphys:cal 
than Thompson's, his conclusions as ' O 
the external presentation of ''the Idea " 
were similar. Elaborate though Wag--
ner 's analysis was, it failed ho1wlessly to 
explain the rapture which chained tilt> 
glorious music of the last quartets. Cole-
ridgt> came to the same conclusions as 
Thompson and ·wagner in the philowJ-
phical jargon of his time. 
Between the poet's rapture and the 
ecstasy of the saint there is some link. 
But in the latter the external reproduc-
tion of the inspiration lacks artistic 
form, which represents the form of the 
ideal, for the laws of art correspond to 
the laws of Natur_~. We cannot help 
feeling that Shelley was very near tltc 
borderland of ecstasy and inspiration. 
George . Barnefield, in an essay on the 
psychology of Shelley, analyses the 
trnnce-like condition ·-to which the poet 
was su b,ject in the last years of his lifo. 
It was a state of delusions and premon i-
tions which communicated a psychic in-
fluence to his friends. ''Are you going' 
to join your friend Plato ?" were the last 
words written by Jane to Shelley. Of 
this peculiar condition, Barnefield writes: 
"The practical differencr brtween th r 
genius and the humble artist is that the 
former reaches heights of trnth an ,1 
beauty unattainable by the latter ; 
heights which seem to require for their 
attainment, the operation of obscure aml 
even occult faculties. Inspiration, divin-
ation, direct intuitive perception of tlw 
nature of both things and of men--
these, when they are clarified and crystal-
ised by a competent artist. consti1 nt<' 
genius.'' 
Considering the explanations achanr ccl 
by Barncfield and many others. and al:.:o 
the condition of Shelley as obsened b:v 
his friends and recorded b:v Mary Rhelle:-· 
and by Trefawney, we mnst conclude that 
at momentR the forrr of inspiration br-
comes so intense, so dazzling in i1s bright -
ness, so transcendental, that it makes im-
possible demands on the mental e)' e, arnl 
the external pl'esentation of the ''idea, ' ' 
is clouded. Hardly ever of this plane, 
Bhelley was on the threshold of the vis-
ionary world of which the human mind 
can have at best but little knowledge. 
He sought to translate into the haltmg 
Yehicles of thought and language tl!:.~ 
truths which the musician lightly chain.,; 
in musical form. 
Only the genius is fully conscious of 
beauty. Through his art he clarifies 1.h<:! 
vision which the lesser perception but 
dimly grasps. Ile is 
Like a poet hidden 
In the light of thought, 
Singing hymns unbidden 
Till the world is wrought. 
To sympathy with hopes and fears it heeded 
not. 
Emerson says that the majority of men 
are minors who haYe not yet come into 
possession of their own, or mutes, who 
cannot report the conversations they lun" 
had with nature. "The path of things 
is silent, " he writes in his essay on the 
Poet. '' vVill they suffer a speaker to go 
with them ? A spy they will not suffer; 
a love, a poet, is the transcendency of 
their own nature- him they will suffer. 
.... he condition of true naming on tlH 
poet's part, is his resigning himself to 
the divine aura which breathes tnrongb 
forms, and accompanying that.'' 
Even so. And yet, how few of us 
listen to the great interprete1·s. Men 
are too busy to hear the note of the song-
bird or the voice of the poet, too near 
t o earth to fly 
. . .... .. On the viewless wings of Po esy. 
Though the dull brain perplexes and r etards. 
Was there not some such thought in 
Shelley's mind, when he wrote, in a wood 
nrar Florence, while the west wind sang 
OYer his head: 
Drive my dead thoughts over the universe 
Like withered leaves to quicken a new birth! 
And, by the incantations of this verse , 
Scatter, as from an unextinguished hearth 
Ash es and sparks, my words among man kind! 
Be through my lips fo unawakenecl earth. 
The trumpe t of a prophecy! 0 \Vind. 
H \Vinter co ~n es , can Spring be far Lehind ? 
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Memorials to our Great Statesmen 
lt has al ways been the desire- and a 
very commendable one it is- of all peoples 
to erect lasting meniorials to thei1· great 
men: to their heroes, their scientists, 
their statesmen, to anyone who has done 
a signal service to his people. 'rhus. it is 
that many grimd and imposing monu-
ments, masterpieces of the sculptor's art, 
both in our own land and to a much 
greater extent in the Mother Country, 
and, in fact, in all great cities, have been 
erected to stand for ever, or m; long a~ 
any work of man can be expected to 
la::;t; and the ::;ame worthy motive has 
prompted a number of our citizens to 
• maugurate a movement with the object 
of founding memorials to two of (~nEem; ­
land 's great statesmen- Sir 'l'hornas 
~faclllwraith and Sir Samuel Griffith-
the proposed n: emorials to take :,he fo~·m 
of statues fashioned by Queensland 
sculptors in a manner fitted to ~mmorta­
lise the memory of these two great 
Qucenslanders. 
But more anLl more, a::; the wol'ld ad-
rnnccs, its inhabitants are trnding t o the 
sounder \'iew tha t true gnimleur consists 
not mel'ely in app earance but in servi ce 
and utility; and that the best memorial 
is that which is a thing of beauty in that 
it effects some great service to the com-
munity. And it is this progressive spirit 
which has led to the further snggestion 
that the desired memorial shonlcl take 
the form of a School of :Medicine at onr 
l'niYersity, the establishmrn t oi: which 
would serve both worthily to pe;-petuate 
the memory of these rnrn, and to provide 
a long-felt need to Qneem:l~ nrl and its 
1 Tniversity. 
'l'he great aclYanta ges to the medical 
profession of training our meclicnl stu-
dents in Queensland, with the attencl11 nt 
increased facilities for mc rlical research 
in Queensland, wl1ich is of s11clt great 
importance on account of ihr rlim11tic 
conditions ancl rnYironmrnt of our Rtatr , 
l1nw alreacl~· brcn Slrrs..,ccl h~· DI' .• Jnrk-
son, n in·omin rn1 mrclical 11l '1ll of Dris-
hane, nnll th,, rrprrsrntn1 ive in Qncens-
lancl of thr Bri1ish 'l'.frclical Association; 
and I shall leave this sicle of the quesiion 
in the hands of such men "·hu are well 
qualified to speak on :,;uch matters. 'l'he 
object of this a1 ticle is to attempt to deal 
w: th the question from a student's point 
of view: an aspect which is certainly of 
much less im.port to the community, but 
V.'hich, nevertheless, is of no little interest 
to the graduate and undergraduate 
members of the University, namely, in 
connection with the activities of the Uni-
ven;ity students. 'l'he complaint is always 
bPing maclc ihat there is a serious lack 
of interest on the part of the 
students m our various Univen;ity 
acti,·ities; practically all branches 
both of our sporting and social 
activities voice this complaint from time 
to time, and apparently with very good 
reason in the majority of cases. It may 
be irue that the Queensland students, as 
a body, are not as keen on these branches 
of 'Varsity life as are those in other 
.Australian Universities. But much more, 
I think, is our somewhat lower standard 
in these respects due to our lack of num-
bers than to any great degree of apathy 
on the part of the students. And what is 
the cam;e of the great difference in num-
bers bebvecn our University and tho~;e in 
the Southern States? Largely, of course, 
Queensland 's sparsity of population. But, 
as was pointed out last Degree Day, the 
University of Adelaide, in a State with a 
population much smaller than that of 
Queensland, has three times as many stu-
dents as our own. The obvious answer 
lies in the fact that our Unive1·sity is as 
yet very incomplete when compared with 
those in other States. True, the Univer-
sity of Qnrensland 1s but recently estab-
lished and has had little time to develop; 
but we must keep abreast of the develop-
ment of our State and of other States 
of the Commonwealth. How cnn we hope 
to compare favourably in sporting or 
otl1er activities with our rival Universi-
ties when our medical students, among 
them promising athletes and men of the 
t~'pe we neecl to enliven our societies, 
spend onl~- one ~-ear with UR instead of 
six, ancl for 1l1e renrnining five ycHl'S of 
their course attend one of the bigger 
Universities in the South? 
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Another trouble, closely allied to that 
mentioned above, is the continual short-
age of funds of our various clubs, which 
forms a serious check on our activities, 
especially in our participation in sporting 
competitions. This too would be greatly 
alleviated by the greater membership of 
such clubs, which would be a natural 
consequence of an increase in the number 
of students at the University, and though 
the establishment of a Faculty of Medi-
cine is only one of the st,eps required to 
make our University complete, it is cer-
tainly one of the most important; and 
with the widening of the academic 
scope' of the Univen;~ty will come 
an increase m the number of stu-
dents and a correspondingly greater 
membership and wider activity in our 
various clubs and societies. Since the 
University is not at prsent in a position 
to endow a Chair of Medicine, and since 
no bequest is yet -forthcoming for the 
pmpose, there is thus offered a splendid 
opportunity for those who wish to el'cct 
a memorial of great and lasting practi-
cal value. True, a large sum of money 
would be required to achieve snch an 
end. But no worthy memorial can be 
established without considerable expense; 
and any additional expenditure involved 
would be amply justified by its results. 
T would appeal therefore to those 01' 
the public who are interested in the ex-
pansion of our University, both in ib; 
educational scope and in the social and 
sporting activities of University life, to 
giYP their whole-hearted support to the 
proposal that the ;;uggestccl memorials 
shcnld take tl1e form of tl1is much-needed 
addition to -imr lTniversity. •Imposing 
statues and monuments are an adornment 
to any city; the extension of education 
is in many ways a la,:;ting benefit to the 
whole State. 
--- :l::::---
NOC'l~URNE. 
Under the paper moon 
In tremulous pools of light, 
Asleep (or in a swoon), 
And clad in black and white 
Is Pulcinella. 
His lover face is pale 
And his lover lips are red 
As he dreams an ancient tale 
(For which twin tears are shed .' 
O Pulcinella. 
She dances in his sleep 
In a gossamer dress, 
And the moon climbs down to peep 
From out a cloudy press 
On Pulcinella. 
There's laug.hter in the moonligl.t 
And laughter everywhere, 
In the mad and scented June night, 
Its mocking thrills the air, 
Poor Pulcinella. 
· Yet dreams have all the seeming 
Of things which really are. 
He finds love in his dreaming 
(Though she is loving,-Ah , 
Not Pulcinella) . 
-J. 
October, 1926. GALMAHl:.A. 
The "Appassionata" Sonata 
The life of man i8 the totality of his 
soul experiences. A great artist responds 
to every experience, and the test of his 
greatness is his ability to reproduce his 
emotional reactions in material form. 
Beethoven was in the categoq of -great 
artists because he felt 
as much as it was 
possible for a human 
being to feel, and was 
able to tran1-;late those 
feelings to music. He 
wa::; one of the most 
tragic figures in the 
history of art. He 
tasted more of life 'R 
sorrow~ than of it" 
joys. His affliction 
rnt him off for ever 
from . "thr compan-
ionship of the external 
world.'' Even love 
evaded him ; and 
period. An alliance of the virtno::>o arnl 
dreamer, it is one of the most enthralling 
of the master's pianoforte compositions. 
Thr technician in Beethoven had given 
place to the poet after the wr:t:ng of the 
fantasia-sonatas; but at the time of the 
opus 57 it wa·; the 
virtuoso in Beethoven 
which came to th.e 
l'o1·e. He became 
charmed witJ1 the idea 
of g1vrng technical 
brilliance (in the pet· .. 
former's ~ense) to tlt<· 
style which ha<l 
evolved from impro-
visation. 
never a man yearned 
more for love than 
Beethoven. The im-
perfections of his up-
beinging and the un-
happiness of his fam-
ily life made him 
shy and reserved. 
Beethoven 
A comnarison of the 
opnR 57 w:th thr 
earlier :sonata in F 
minor and with one of 
the last quarters ir.; 
illuminating in a 
~tndv of dcvelorment. 
A child can under. 
':tancl thr earlier son-
ata which is so fnlL 
or the freshness ~r 
youth, but there •are 
11idclcn mysteries in 
'l'he solace of his age was deafness. All 
things conspired to thrust him into com-
munion with his soul, where, in his last 
period, he heard the most sublime of his 
music. But that period was a long way 
from his prime, when, facing approaching 
deafness, he was like a giant in revolt, 
and in the throes of the psychological 
struggles of which the "Appassionata" 
Sonata is one mighty manifestation. 
The "Appassionata" Sona ta is a ternpe ;t 
of the soul, and emui'aCes all emotions in 
its marYellous framework of music. It 
srts vibrating the sfrings of every pas-
sion. In it is the nnrnic <Jf hope and the 
music of drsnair. 'J'hc F minor sonatn, 
opns m. which is better known as the 
"A mrnssiona1 a," was composr<l in 1 hr 
Pal'lY vears of tl1e ninrteenth centnrv at 
the, climax of the "great Yirtu~so" 
tlip later sonata which 
great artists may fail to grasp. The 
quartets, on the other hand, are resigned 
to the suffering against which the '' Ap-
passionata" rebelled. 
The first movement of the "Appas-
sionata" is in the usual sonata form. 'l'hc 
first notes reveal the artist's mind. The 
inspiration was too powerful, too insis-
tent to be hidden for a moment. There is 
something of a child's wonder in the 
question which is asked. The questioning 
subject is repeated on the chord of the 
Neapolitan sixth (a favourite with Bee-
thoven) and the repetition is in ex press-
ibly sad. A troubled four-note figure 
follows. Calling to mind the four-note 
thrmr of the C' minor Ryrnrf10ny, the 
fign1·r ph1~-s an irnport:rnt part in tlie 
wol'king· ou1 of the rnoYrmrnL A rest-
less transition passage leads to the second 
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subjeet, whid1 is in A Hat major. 'l'he 
second subject is a sweetl.)·-reassmmg 
answer. 'l 'he paradu;ai calmne88 of tile 
hauntmg 8econd subject ii:; dispelled m 
the hidden, stonny pai:;sage wmcll iol-
lowi:; in the tonic mmor. 'l'he fi.n;t :mbject 
repeated in ~ major introduces the De-
velopment. A8 tl1e Development pro-
grei:;:;es the first and :;econd :;ubjects are 
treated with bewildering beauty. ~tornr 
like variations on the dnninishecl seventh 
followed by a development on the four-
note theme mentioned above lead to the 
llecapitulation. 'l'he majestic Coda i8 fuil 
of :;tartling changes. 'l'he clo8e i8 peace-
ful, the haunting first subject disappear-
ing in the left hand. 'l'he elemental 
quality of the fi.n:lt movement is due to a 
great extent to the powerfully persua:;i \ 'C 
emotional rhythm. Broadly extended 
transition :;hadings are u:;ed to the utmo:;t. 
'' 'l'here are, too,'' say:; Bekker, ''wide 
expanses of colour and ground tones laid 
on with a broad sweep of the brush.'' 
'l'he movement i8 a fitting· tribute to the 
gloomy F minor key. Although lit is 
"storm and stress," the emotions of the 
musician are not fully unleashed. In the 
last movement they are unbridled, and 
rage on the wings of a tempest. 
Can one ever escapr the infhience of 
the Beethoven slow movements? ·writing 
of the adagio sostenuto of the "Harn-
merklavier" Sonata, one who had just 
found Beethoven said:-
"Is there anything in music .that 
carries such a sense of vastness? 
With the first grave steps one enters a 
cathedral of sound of such immensP 
and solemn grandeur as surely must 
t<•uch with awe even the wayfaring 
man who has wandered in." 
'fhc words might have been written of 
thr andant.e con moto of the '' Appa"-
sionata. '' From the ''mournful, wild, 
and temperamental" world of the F minor 
first mO\'Crnent one enters a gTancl cath-
edral of sound. 'l'he walls of the 
cathedrnl are as limitless as the nnivr1·se. 
As one walks throngl1 this cathedral the 
voice of a choir riseR a hove sol' row, 
gradnnll? monnting in volnmr imtil tlic 
song thnnclrrs in the listrner'c; earR. 
Abruptly it dies away. 
'l'hc movement i8 an a!{ with variation:;. 
'l'he y;,1·jation:; expres:; the ae:;tlieties ol'. 
the various D flat major registers. 
~hromatic colours are freely mixed. 
Each variation is in two sections of eight 
bars each. A German biographer of 
Beethoven :;ays that in this movement 
Beethoven expre:;:;ecl for the last time hi:; 
geniu:; in a pianoforte work. ''It is 
Beethoven's last will and testament in 
the key of F minor." 
'fhe pm;sions rage through the third 
movement which leaves one breathless 
ancl exhausted. 1t calls to mind Franci:; 
Thompson's de:;cription of '' Promethen:; 
1 r noouncl" : 
"The choruses sweep down Lhe wind, 
tirelessly, flight after flight, till the 
breathless soul almost cries for respite 
from the unrolling splendours .... 
poetry is spilt like wine, music runs to 
drunken waste." 
Or, it bring:-; vividly to mind the la::;t 
:;tanza of "Adonais": 
The breath whose might I have invoked in 
song 
Descends on me; my spirit's bark is driven 
Far from the shore, far from the trembling 
throng 
Whose sails were never to the tempest given; 
The massy earth and sphered skies are 
riven. 
I am borne darkly, fearfully, afar; 
'vVhilst, burning through the inmost veil of 
Heaven, 
The soul of Adonais. like a star 
Beacons from the abode where the Eternal 
are. 
There is a story told by Beetl10Yen 's 
irnpil , Ries, about the composition of the 
third movrment. The master and Rjes 
liad ta krn a long walk, during which 
"Beethoven hummed to himself. at 
times roared to himself, high and low, 
without actually singing a note the 
whole way. When I asked him what 
he had in mind, he said, 'I have just 
thought of a theme for the last allegro 
of my sonata.' The moment we enter-
ed his room, he rushed to the clavie r 
without so much as removing his hat. 
I s-at down in the corner of the room. 
and he forgot me immediately. For an 
hour or more he raged through the 
glorious new finale." 
The opening chords strike thr ear like 
n 1 occ;in with n l'esponse of tC'tTor which 
enclR softly 011 bm· nineteen. Thr nrxt 
bar takes np the first wb:iect. IInm:m 
frailty sren-is to be :;trnggling horelrssl~· 
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against tli e \\Ta th oJ t Ii e demcnt :-;, fa 
the second part of the fitst subject Uic 
fear theme is tram;felT~d to the treble in 
thirds. The :-;rcond "u bj eet i:; based 0;1 
the Neapolitan >iixth of C minor. 'l'he 
storming furies shake the keys almo .,t 
~'.1tirically. Tn the pas>ia,_ge which follow .. ; 
the second subject (bars 96 to lOJ) the 
tel'ror effect is he!ghtenecl. 1'he emotional 
reaction to this pas>iage i::; intense. The 
Dn·elopment i>i based on previous 
material, although (at bar 14:2) u ne\: 
and beautiful subject is introduced. ,Jusc 
fol' a moment an atmosphc1·e of pcac:' 
kssens the tension, but the rrlaxation is 
only momentary. In staccato octaYcs the 
<'mctional struggle is continne'.1. 'ihe 
firs! rnbject is again refencd to, after 
,,·hich the wild floo!l of em otion spe:1r1o 
ih,lf on the clomin ~n t peclal. 
A resnite from ''storm and strrss '' is 
nbscln1ely necessary at this stage. The 
DeYelopment conclncle'l peacefullv, and in 
the six hars which precede the Rccapitnl-
ation a remarkable atmosphere of antiri-
pa1 ion is achieYed. It -is as though the 
mastrr h;m>ielf waited. half won:le1'ingl,\', 
half fearfnll.'', the joining ag:iin of the 
strngglr. \Yithcnt any preliminaric; the 
Recapitulation takes nn the fir-:t ~~1bjcct, 
and canies into the second subject that 
ienifying effect of imminent doom. 
In the three-part Coda which is pro-
tracted almost beyond endurance, so keen 
is the nenous strain even listening, the 
t unnoil is like demoniac exultation. 
lmag~nation is ginn riotous play in the 
Presto. 1'he climax is overwhelming. 
The music of BeethoYen can do no 
other than appeal to a large proportion 
of the highly-strung moderns, and this 
p~,ychological factol' is primarily respon-
' ible for the recent revival of Beethoven 
apweciaLon. The psychology of his 
music which makes such an <'.~)peal to 
the moclern antagonised bis contcmpo1·-
arics. In the gay Vienna of Mozart's 
rcig·n tbe tripping minuet and the delicate 
1·cndo won faYOLll'. Beethoven was too 
tremendous, too elemental to soften his 
voice to shape sweet, false words. \Vhen 
he suffered, he suffered like a 1'itan; when 
he lang:hed, it was colossal Gargantuan 
lt:tt):!,"hter. Iris individuality would not 
allow him to adant his genius to contem-
norn1 v music. Uc moulded the forms to 
h'mse.lf. \Vhen he concerned himself 
with the world he fought it like a 'ritan; 
and the "Appassionata" Sonata is one of 
the mightiest records of that struggle. 
HJ.G .II 
A PRAYER 'l'O TH I<} Ji'ATHl,}ll. 
l•'uther, I have said many an empty in·ayer, 
And, murmuring the name of Thy beloved 
Sen, 
Have lJowed my head, yet have not thought 
of Him. 
Cans't Thou forgive, all-understanding One? 
And I have sought Thee with a heart that 
ached, 
Crying to Thee with many a broken word, 
Have begged that Thou woulds't cleanse my 
heart again, 
And I have risen , knowing Thou hast heard. 
nut standing here beneath th e mighty hills, 
That lift their dusky walls up to the sky, 
1 me a listless wreath of smoke go up, 
And watch th e peaceful cattle dwindle by. 
I feel the power of Thin e infinitude , 
Jts heanty making mind ::tnd body numb; 
And not with h elpless word I reach Thy 
throne, 
But speechlessly and reverently I come. 
O.H. 
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Latinised Elegance 
I lrn Ye lately been reading Hawthorne 's 
\V onder Book to the Kid8. You know 
what kids are: they will lap up any story 
for the story' 8 sake, regardless of the way 
it is told. It i8 an adult blight to forget 
the matter in the manner. · 
It is not to be inferred tha '~ Hawthorne 
does not tell a tale well. llc is, i111leed, 
a born story-teller, so far as arrangement 
and his handling of crisis g1" But hi:s 
language throws a cloud over his whole 
achievement. 
Here are the classical myths told with 
a dramatic sense irre:,;istible to any child, 
and, but for their stilted language, irre· 
sistible to an adult too. I found the kids 
po1reyed over the movement 61' the tales. 
But not over the narrative alone: their 
eyes protruded at the language too (e.g., 
"Working up his sophomorical erudition 
with a good deal of tact, and incurring 
great obligations to Professor Anthon, he 
nevertheless disregarded all classical 
authorities, whenever the vagrant 
audacity of his imagination inr 
pelled him to do so. ' ') · Indeed, as I 
watched them furtively, I had the devas-
tating assurance that the gaps of incom-
prehensible English just spoiled the flow 
of the book for them. As they breath-
lessly pursued the plot, they were tripped 
up again and again by the verbiage. 
They were hardly conscious of this 
blight. They made the best and the 
most of it. They did not actively resent 
Hawthorne 's language. But I did. And 
they will, when older. 
At least, I hope they will. If they do 
not, then Hawthorne will have debauched 
them. And to suggest such a danger is 
the purport of this . article. If Haw-
thorne-or any other artist-tells a tale 
that absorbs a child, but tells it in this 
stilted and r,a tinised language, there is 
a risk that the child may think the lan-
crnagc admirable as well ars the tale-and ~my, consciously or not, model its own 
language upon it. 
It is the same with "Tarndewoorl 
Tales.'' Both books were written for 
chilcl1·en. Tt is trne that ITawt11orne lived 
mostly in the first half of last crn_tm:v. 
His was the day when Latinised language 
was the thing-a carry-over from the 
ponderous English of the J ohnsonian era. 
But it cannot be that, even in that day, 
such language was milk for babies. 
Now it is language for neither men nor 
babes. But it is the language constant 
ly thrust at both, in spite of the recognis-
ed canons that dictate simplicity. It is 
held, and clearly understood, that the 
honest and undefiled Anglo Saxon word 
is the choice instrument-that the long 
r.,atinised word is ugly, clumsy and 
mongrel. Yet daily journalism will use 
nothing else. And the language of my 
school books (the Royal Readers) simply 
1·eeked of it. These from the Royal 
Reader No. 4, a book lately used by really 
~·cnng children: 
''As soon as this innovation became 
known, we can fancy how indignant the 
fraternity were at the unprincipled con-
duct of one of their number- how they 
denounced him, and prophesied his 
speedy ruin.'' 
And-
" Living in the midst of a :manufactur-
ing population, Arkwright was accustom-
ed to hear daily complaints of the diffi-
culty of procuring sufficient yarn to krcp 
the looms employed, and of the rcstric-
ticn thus placed on the manufacture of 
cotton goods.'' 
It may be that someone will excuse all 
this on the grounds that it is the func-
tion of a school-book to acquaint the 
:voung reader with "hard words." A 
poor reference! For what does that lnm 
hering vocabulary profit the chilcl if he 
comes to regard thc~e lessons as model<.; , 
to be copied~ 
\Vhen he comes later to read the clail.v 
paper, he is confirmed in that view. The 
mediocre fiction he readfl confi l'ms him 
further. Only when he readfl sornr 
author with an instructive choice of 
simple, cfoan Anglo Saxon words- such 
as Galsworthy, Hilaire Belloc. and, aboYc 
all, Sheila Kaye-Smith- does hr get jolt-
rcl. Ancl ht> t>n<ls with a clistastt> foi' 
ai1thors likr thrsr, wl10 nsr a langnagr c: o 
unlike his own- so nnlikt>, incleed, what 
he lias been taught to think elegant. 
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Parents might be expected to help their 
youngsters in this-by example if not 
by precept. But I once overheard the 
following interchange in an otherwise 
admirable family : 
Daughter to son: ''Merry Chri:;tmas, 
'l'om.'' 
Tom : ''Thanks-same to you." 
Mother to Tom: "I don't think Hrnt is 
a very nice way to acknowledge such a 
greeting. Wouldn 't it be much nicer to 
sa~' , 'Allow me to reciprocate the wish?' '' 
And even members of a family who 
nre fairly simple in the language of their 
conversation seemingly reel bound, when 
they write letters, to drop into the J_iatin-
ised language of the press. 
The fact is that although the formality 
of Samuel Johnson's language iR gone-
along with his circumlocutlon-his flafr 
for the Latinisecl word remains; but it 
remains with those people who have 
nothing of Johnson 's gen ins for balance 
and sonorousness and rhvthm in writing 
nnd speaking English. 1n Johnson's day 
it was the languaire of the schnlar: and 
for long afterwards it wa<; the languaQ"e 
1wed by thoRe who a«nired to a reputn-
tion for scholarRhin. Tt crnne to connotr 
rlegance. Ent that ilav iR rnist. Rnch 
language has been cast off bv the ~rholiw 
and seized bv the newspanr1· rcnorter. thr 
mim in the ;11a1·ket nhl'f'. thr r.ommercinl 
lrtter writer. It is tvoicllllv the language 
of thr butlrr. 1\fr. Vlofleho11f'e's butlers 
-thr .Trnmeses of modern life- nlways 
''I endeavour to give satisfaction, Sir,'' 
or "I would never utifo;e such verbiage, 
madam,'' or '' vV e of the Servants 'All, 
my Lord, generally contrive to become 
respectfully aware of what is transpiring 
above-stairs.'' ·· 
In brief, language of this sort is in no 
sense elegant; it is pseudo-elegant. But 
the daily press lets it be inferred that it is 
elegant. And otherwise decent parents 
actually teach their children that it is 
elegant. The announcers in broadcasting 
studios, to whom thousands are Ustening-
in, would no more think of saying "Our 
bed-time seRsion is about to begin'' than 
of flying in the air. With that elegant 
voice most of them are wont to assume, 
the words "end and begin" are plebeian: 
nothing less than "conclude" and "com-
mence" are in keeping. 
But if I commence on wireless an-
nouncers, I shan't ensily terminate. It 'R 
up to them, or to their employers, to 
realise that they are-designedly or not 
-the models, in choice of language as 
well as in its pronunciation, to thousands 
of listeners. They have a magnificent 
chance of education by example-far 
more potent than precept, in S}ICh a 
matter as speaking English. But if they 
are not prepared to seize their chance. 
let parents and schoolmasters · do what 
they can to correct the models set up by 
the daily papern. the broadcnRtin'! voice 
and even of Nathaniel Hawthorne's 
boo lrn for children. 
ITEl'TOR DT:J:H"N"G. 
·--**--
THE OHARM:ER .. 
The scene wa·s one of sentimental charm, 
sirs, 
Chaste as Diana and as Venus fair; 
Soft breezes murmured gently through the 
tree tops; 
And- well, perhaps I did caress h er hair. 
I must admit I drew her gently to me. 
She yielded with a sweetly charming 
grace; 
My eyes gazed deeply into azure blue ones-
! remarked the perfect contours of h er 
face. 
Her mouth, her teeth, her nose. evoked my 
praise, full 
Brimming o'er with happiness was my 
cup. 
She cost me over fifty pounds. hut she was 
A perfect, first-prize-winning bull deg 
pup. .T. 0. 
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The Heritage of Jazz 
From "A Different" Point of Vie.w. 
'L'hc world is jazz mad. 
Tt is a vrry modest statement to Nav 
80. But there iN no can<:e for immediat0<' 
;:ilarm. Calamity is no nearer than it 
ever was. In s11ite of the \Yhite-heade·1 
<:ceptics youth will out. 
Uow did it all come about? That ;.., 
ilie question. 1t was entirely the fault 
of our elders. 'l'he war brongJ\t jazz, and 
<:·nr elders brought thr war. 1'he:v had 
their "great war" and their "little 
peace." All they lrft us was jazz. ,Nlwn 
the war Ntarted we were young and 
optimistic. We believed all thr thingN 
that we had been ' told, and clung to the 
traditions of Church and State. 'l'h r 
creed of rPspectability was oun;, In all 
things WP bowed to the wisdom of our 
l'lclers. Our older brothers were stepping 
into manhood in an orthodox a11<l becom-
ing fashion. 
Then our elders made a war. And one 
older brothers had to fight it. :Millions of 
them were killed. 'l'hey died willingly, be-
cause thPy believed they were d~·ing- for a 
gforious ('anse. The? thought the~- wc1·c 
defenCling the "honour or Belgium," 
making the "world safe for Dcmocr11cy ," 
and such like. They did not know tlirn 
that they were fighting a politicians' 
squabble-but what a fiendish. horrible, 
tragic squabble! Those who liYed realis-
ed later. While the dying youth was still 
weltering in its blood, the bearded poli-
ticiam; were haggling at Versailles. Th e:v 
are still haggling and plotting- only thc.v 
are conNpi1:ing now nnclcr the \\'hit<> clonk 
of 1he J,cagnc of N11tions. 
·when onr older hrothers discovered 
that it was nossible they wonld clic on the 
morrow, they danced a·nd made merry in 
the night. They were :'otrnQ', ;\' On see, 
and not anxious to clir. BccnnNe the:· 
were so Yen·, YCl',\' :·onng'. anc1 bcran~P 
they knPw tliat high cxplosiw sl1clls and 
gas· were such nnple11san1 forms <•r <1eath. 
1'lwy did not dance ancl make m<'l'l',\" in 
the way they wonld haYc ha(1tht,I' 1'llown 
that the morrow wonld bring snnsl1ine 
ancl life. Jazz came to them beransc jazz 
was the crnzv reaction to the crazy war. 
It was the he.ctic stimulation the:' ~C'edecl. 
Naturally, with that sort of thing 
going on, we grew up not rxactly 
normally. 'l'he world was emotionally 
prostrated. It was also disillusioned. 
The reaction to the war which our elclrrN 
fashioned was a lust fo1· pleasure. "Eat. 
drink, and be merry, for to-morrow we 
die,'' might not have been in onr minds 
in just so many words, but that was thr 
atmosphere in which we gTew up. \Vhat 
else could we do but jazz? ·we could 
not seriously 1nvallow the hypocritical 
tenets of the generation which had liYrcl 
in the pre-war fool 'f; paradise. 
Pleasure became the all important 
tl1ing in life because it was the only 
fool's paradise we could find. And then, 
to win their war, our elders had to bi·cak 
(lown manv of the moral hanie1·s over 
which we ·would othenYise ha Ye never 
rlarecl to glance. Vfould you ask us to 
Prect them again? 
Tt is now six years since tlir lfi~t 
rc~hoes of the Great Wm· were heard in 
1-he world. We are beginning to rccoYer 
~1 little. Bnt the jazz which 011r elders 
gnvc ns is now in our blood. \Ve cannot 
escape it; it mnst escane n«. ~ot th_at 
wr arc any the wo1·se for it. 
'l'l1e noint is t}rnt we have a clifferent 
outlook to onr eloen;. Rome of tl1~m 
Rrc beroming- intellirrent 11ml 11rp slrnrin<r 
our outlook. althongl1 R few still sit back 
::inrl cond0mn. Tl1ey forrret tl1r,- l1avc a 
great deal in tl1cmselves to comle~rn. 
And yet: "Yo11th. wl1ich fow!'iyes it<;rlf 
nothin!! . i.;; forQ'iYen r"CrYth;nQ': ?.<re, 
"·hich forl!'iYcs itself rYen·thin"', i" for-
giv0n notl1ing." 
Our i:tirls who share with ns onr yonng 
[ins are told that thcv arr not likr their 
grnndmothers. For · th11t. Ilea Yen be 
nr:iisccl ! Tn trnth, onr girls He good to 
look nnon. ~llhll'e, no1 co1·scts . moulds 
ihcir Agnl'cs. Youth and health g-lo\\' 
tlironglt 1heir po,nlrr. Life dances in 
tbcir "fo.x-1rotting" feet. Rhem· goocl-
naturc lrnhbles in the·r coek-tails. Their 
laugl1ter mingles with tbc dust of thr 
spercling car. They arc as bronzed as the 
maidens of old Greece when they fly 
through the Nurf. 'l'hey belong to 1~s-t~1 
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our age. Who are their mothers to talk 
of their grandmothers ~ 
ju:;;tify our blunder. And we will cer-
tainly tell our children that they arc on 
the road to ruin. 
·we have not long to be young. Soon 
we shall be as ancient as garralous as 
our elders. vVhy deprive us of the 
privilege of youth. Perhaps we are 
foofo;h; but we admit it. Our elders 
take themselves seriously. 
'l'hey even take themselves seriously 
when they try to jazz- and many of them 
1 r~- on the sly. 
Is there anything mo1·e lascivious than 
an old man trying to Charle:;;ton? 
Probably we :;;hall make our tragic mis-
takes ' w11en we grow old and wise. 'l'hat 
will be onr penalty for being old. ·we 
may eYen be the cause of the murder of 
a generation. \Ve may even attempt to 
But, God be thanked, they will laugh 
at us. 'l'hey will forget us in the 1950 
fox-trot. And, if we can recall for a 
moment our lost youth, we will admire 
them for it. 
Life is very short and nights are long-
particulady summer nights here. Let our 
elders put on their night-caps and sleep. 
It is best for them, because they may 
possibly dream of their cwn naughty 
youth and wake up with their wrinkled 
facrs be<lming. 
And they will no don bt find that is 
3 a.m., and that we arr not home. Bless 
iheir rlear olrl hrartP ! 
CHOPl~r. 
Like rustling leaves 
Or elfin feet 
Thy jewelled song's 
Elusive beat 
!nto my brain 
rn liquid train, 
Is dancing like the moonlight on a lawn. 
Like starry lig'ht 
A wandering far 
From where its worlds 
Suspended are, 
From love and hate 
And things men prate 
My soul is clisembodied in thy song. 
But when I hear 
The dissonance 
Of thy despair 
And death's slow dance, 
Then sombre sound 
The notes profound 
That echo in the darkest halls of hell. 
Upon my heart's 
Vibrating strings 
Thy plaintive chant 
Unceasing rings . 
0 Magic Song 
Canst thou belong 
To t'his dim earth or to the realms of pain·~ 
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What 1s a University Union? 
I. 
An answer to this question is worth 
attempting, especially in a growing Uni-
versity which is alreaJy making plans, 
if nothing more than plans, for a new 
and permanent home. 
The full answer, of course, will vary 
with the circumstances of each Univer-
sity; what applies to Oxford, for instance, 
is hardly likely to apply to us. For 
Queensland, it seems to me that a. Uni-
Yersitv Union should incl'1de four thmgs; 
first "an organisation w]1ich shall repre-
sent' to the public and external bodies all 
students, past and present; secondly, a 
correlating organisation for student 
societies and activities; thirdly. a club-
house, with all the services which can 
help the academic and social life of stu-
cl,ents: and fourthly, the organisation or 
onportunity for the intellechrnl concoursr 
of students, qua students, without the in-
tcrYention of academic teaching. 
At present the existing TTnion in om 
TTniversitv fulfils the first tw0 functiom. 
while th~ fonrth is in Romr me ~ s,1re f111-
fillrd under its aeg-is hv t]1 P Drbaiin~ 
Union and thr ·wider Rclucafo'1 Sfoci rfr. 
For the third funeticm. however. thrre a"r 
nt present only 1 he C'ommo11 Room". 
These are not at nll to be de<Jnisecl. let it 
l-r sairl. ;i.R affo1·<ling n common meeti117 
O'J'Onnd for students. but bv thri1~ very 
innclrqnacy thev emnhllsisr thst thr nh-
Rol11tr e>'"ential for $>11 f11nr>tim1 of a TTni-
vrrRity Union iR a Union Buil<line: ! 
A University without a home is'' a spirit 
without a body." It is conceivable, bnt 
not concretely realisable . and in thr 
last resort it cannot fnlfil some of 
its chi-ef functions. A Union 
Building is an integral part of a 
University. Tt is not a lnxmious 
"extra," which may, or may not, be pro-
vided by stud,ents for their own comfort. 
Tn a collegiate institution this absolute 
need might be questi"oned. bnt onr TTni-
versitv is in the mam non-Collegiate. Tts 
stude~ts come to it by clay and by night. 
nnd nearly half of them- thr rxtern i1l 
students-never come to it at all! Tf llny 
of them do mana"'e to pay it a flying visit, 
their only rendezvom; at present i~ seven 
feet of unsafe verandah space outside tlre 
External Studies' office. Union Council 
meetings are held in class-rooms, but 
neither the Union nor the constituent 
organisations have any place for their 
records nor for the considerable amount 
of secretaria: work which the societies 
involve. Further, there is no place for the 
Union Library, which has already been 
well begun (by student gifts), and a 
o·lance at the lines following will show 
how many useful University services de-
pend for their establir-;hment on the allot-
ment of definite space. 
'l'he University of Queensland has in 
this matter the benefit of the rxperirncr 
of our older si,,ter institutions, and I 
propose therefore to add some account of 
the Sydney University Union and itR 
magnificent building. Needless to say, 
there is no question of imitation involvecl 
in so doing, but the mo1·e information we 
have the better should be our own rilan-
ning·. It would be very m;rfnl. for in-
stance, to have an account of the Oxford 
Union in Rome fnture "Galmahra," or 
of the student buildings in Amrrica arnl 
elRewhere. 
II. 
Student life in Sydney used to centre 
round two very insignifirant wooden 
buildings near the grellt hall. There waR 
nothing wrong with that: in the dav of 
beg-inningR one of theRe hurnnieR had bern 
THE Medical Rchool. and nftrr that 
hnrnecl both the Biolog-v and Geolo'!v 
DenartmrntR ! Ent ai-1 the resnlt of mnch 
ag·itation and pl:rnning. and of tlH' onpor-
tnnitv afforded bY thr bnilcling· of a new · 
Engi~eerin~ Scho~l in 1912. the reversion 
of the old enirineerin!'" h11ilcling was 
R'ra·nt,ed b:v the Srnate frr thr nurnosr;:; 
of a TTniYrrsitv TTnion. It was thorong-hly 
overhauled aii<l alrnod reb11ilt . and hn-: 
hrrn ocrnnirfl i-iinr>r Ull3 a ~ the "Union ." 
"the gift of the TTnivrrRitv Senate to thr 
c0mm11nitY lif,e of Pniversitv mrn." ('l'hr 
wholr nronrrtv now v0sterl in thr Fnion 
is vnlnr<l at abont £fi0.00Q). Abont thr 
P<>me tin1e wornrn st11dent" we1·r rrivrn 
thr> arehiN'ctnrallv verv fine hnilclin'! 
whicl1 hacl bren · drsignecl for tl1rm on 
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one ::;ide of the great quaclrnngle, and 
which is known as :Manning House. Tn 
both cases I believe the gift oE the f:jenate 
was set off by large amounts rai;;ed by 
graduates and students ior the finishing 
of the buildings. 
Incidrntally, the women students of 
Adrlaide haw just received a gift of 
be ele'Cted to member::;hip by the Direc-
tors. After five annual subscriptions a 
man becomes a life member. Government 
is vested in a Board of Directors. The 
President and twelve Directors are ap-
pointed by members, two Directors are 
appointed by the Senate. 
Sydney Univ<'rsity Union. 
£10,000 from the Hon. Sir Josiah Symons, 
KC'., for the purposes of a 1Tnion Honse. 
To return to the Sydney l\1en 's Union. 
'"l'he Fnion,1 ' says a p::unphlet issued to 
nrw students, "is a first-class club, at 
prrsrnt non-residential, on the Universit;-' 
grounds ..... Its membership includes all 
the University men who w·ent to the war, 
a great many graduates, members of the 
'1'eaching and Administrative staffs, and 
n1embers of the Senate. It is the one 
])lace in which all Universit~' men, from 
Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor to the 
\'Onng"'r, frc>hnum mcrt without (lis-
tinction, age, or rank." 
A 11 rnatricnlatrd men students must ]1<1~' 
-Ll per annnrn, and become 1l1errby Pnion 
rnemhe1·s. 1T11mat 1·iculate(1 s1rnlen1s mn.'' 
The Union contains a hall suitable for 
lectures, debates, society meetings, con-
cert::;, dances, and even cinema shows, 
which are held weekly. Then ther·e is 
the Hefectory, a large all-day restaurant 
open to all member~ of the University, 
with a ""'Withdrawing Room" or 
I1ounge alongside. Here it is possible 
for members to give private luncheons, 
dinners, dances, etc. A Bevery, or self-
service restaurant, is reserved for Union 
members only_ Outside there is the 
'Plesaunce,' a· sunlit garden with lawns 
enclosed hy the wings of the building. 
which make it the students' "very own." 
'rhe scnices offered by the Union are 
rxtraon1inarily convrnirnt, while some 
of them represent a saving of money to 
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the individual, and a source of revenue to 
the club itself. Thus a 1 Tnion member may 
have all clothing prepared and cleaned at 
the Exchange, and- his boots mended, as 
well as hire a cinema outfit, lantern and 
slides, or even an umbrella! He may 
thunder out his great debating speech to 
a stenographer for 4/ 6 per hour, and 
have his typing and printing done at 
cheap rates. The Union, by the way, 
provides him gratis with a "Recorder" 
every week-the record and programme 
of University events past and future. 
Sporting material may be bought at a 
considerable discount, and tailoring and 
clothing orders are carried out by a pro-
minent city firm at six per cent. discount. 
Everything,· ranging from cigarettes to 
leatl1er cushions, sporting the University 
arms, are to be had at the Exchange, 
wl1ich will also sell to ~rou, or for you, 
srconcl-hand text-books, while films left 
at 10 a.m. _are ready at f5 p.m. Finally, 
wl1rn the TTnion member in thiR ElyRium 
is tired of life and cliRRipation, when the 
soda fountain has become an abhorrence, 
and the Bevery a burden, there i1:> a 
GoYernment Saving::; Bank ''in the East-
ern annex'' to take care of the wealth 
that remaineth, and a Union, motherly 
and kind to the last, to call the car 
("available immediately") which leaclR 
to ho'me and rest after the exhanstiw 
work of the day! 
Perhaps this iR enough. It would, how-
ever, be a pity to conclude with the im-
pression that Union Building is in the 
main a purveyor of creature comforts, or 
a glorified tuckshop. The best that it re-
presents is still unsaid, and remains un-
sayable. But it concerns that community, 
intellectual and social, and never one to 
the exclusion of the other, which makes 
a true University a privileged world of 
preparation within a world. And it is 
ih.e TTnion Building, as a part the1·eof, 
which allmn thr student to br mas1rr in 
J1is own honsr, and 1o pl'ove his maste1·y. 
F. W.R. 
FANTASY. 
Magician, sinister and cold, 
Who woos your lustful glance, 
Or joins your mocking dance, 
When you your pantomime unfold? 
·what audience claps your novel trick, 
Unless a ghostly troupe· 
Is chuckling wliile . your dupe 
Falls down to die, and turns me sick? 
You set your theatre everywhere. 
Your stage is now the bed 
Of one whose lovely head 
Droops lifelessly in mesh of hair. 
You watch a fever's bacchanal 
With mad insatiate glee 
(A grotesque ecstasy). 
Or wait your hour satirical. 
You shudder at the rosy mouth 
And hold your lover's play 
Until it dulls to clay 
Beneath the ki ses of your dronth. 
You gloat upon senility, 
Malevolent and evil. 
You taunt the yauthful revel 
And grimace at solemnity. 
Rouged cheek, cheap finery, and lace-·--
You sometimes walk that way, 
And uglier make decay. 
Rouge mask distorts your f!eshltss f:H'.•~. 
~....,;::-_--,~ ~ 
Anon you watch men striving, clown 
·with laughter in your eyes, 
For when they look most wise 
You shake with fun-and knock lh}r11 
down. · 
Often you weary of the chase 
With life: Then, undismayed, 
Comes one with smiles- a maid 
·who looks untrernbling on your face. 
And you with fearful tenderness, 
Unknown before, will close 
Her eyes: ::'.nd calm repose 
\V'll take h<0r and l1er slenderness, 
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The Music of England 
England can scarcely be called a musi -
cal nation, and in that respect she is very 
much like the rest of the world, for no-
where except in Italy and Germany does 
music seem to be more than an incident.1! 
in the life of the nation as a whole. Bnt 
crnturirs ago the English were very 1~rns­
ical, and also could point to musician::; 
whose compositions in their own clas<; 
liave never since been excelled. 
About 1200, when modern European 
music was just emerging from its early 
Cl'ucle state, "Sumer is icumen in," ·the 
earliest known specimen of genuine mod-
ern polyphony, was written in England. 
Tt is in no less than six parts, in the form 
of a round, and has been prononncel°l 
trclmically 200 years ahead of its time. 
This alone i:o; remarkable; but the work 
has far morr than historic or technical 
i.ntere:o;t. Unlike much very old rnnsir 
it sounds qnite beantifnl to-cia:v, on bein~ 
heard once by the nntutorrcl rar. and it 
is cliaracteristically English in spirit. Nol' 
iR it mere chance that the first clocnrnent 
of modern music belongs to us. There is 
rvery rrason to believe that for yean; 
iwevious, Eng·land had been developing 
the art which made itR cornpoRition po.;;-
sihle. 
From that time onward schools of com-
position arose in Europe, but the nrxt 
great landmark in the develonment oE tlie 
:.irt was set up by an Engli!'lhman, .Tolrn 
D!instable, born about HOO, who 0111 
stripped all contemporarie». and was 
rwrywhere famous as a model to younger 
composers. His rnusic had a novelty and 
11 fresh beauty never heard before. Onr 
monarchs, from Henry V. to Elizn betl1, 
were music-lovers, and by L500 we lwd n 
great school of composers, including men 
like Fairfax and Tayerncr. 'Nhen we 
remember that Pnlestrina, the chief glory 
of early Italian music, was not born till 
1 :J:ZO, England 's early supremacy is clear-
ly seen. Of course, between Dnnst-11 bl c> 
and Taverner, England liacl recrivr<l 
much in return for thr help she gave othel' 
countries, but this in no way detrncts 
from her glory. 
'fhr Elizabethan agr Rnw the climnx of 
om musical history. It was a iirnr wlvn 
everybody sang or played, and when 
there were so many composers of merit 
that only the very greatest are well 
known to-day. The best madrigals of this 
period are in every way delightful. Their 
general effect is melodious · enough tu 
please the ordinar:y: listener, there are 
contrapuntal skill and harmonic beauty 
to satisfy the student or the careful 
Jil..;tener, and abundant tunefulness in each 
separate part for the delight of the singer, 
as inclerd was intended by the composers. 
The church mnsic, and the lutenist songs 
arc equally valuable, while instrumental 
music, keyboard and string, profited 
g·1·eatly by the Elizabethans' pioneer work 
in this direction. Tallis was a splendid 
composer, while Byrd, who wrote the 
earliest concerted string music extant, 
ranks as one of the greatest composerR of 
all time, and is generally considered Eng-
land's greatest. This couplet is attributed 
to him: 
Since sing-ing is so good a thing, 
I wish all men would learn to sing. 
It must be understood that much of the 
Elizabethan music, even by the great 
comnosers, is to us purely of comparative 
or historic value, esnecially the im:tru-
m ental work. In this department particu-
larly the English musicians were ·as a.J-
ventnrous as the sailorR of their time, 
while some of their bold. rich harmonic 
effects were not equalled for 200 yearR. 
'!'hough the Puritans were not onposed to 
music, they indirectly did harm to the 
cause, and we have no gre1t genius h~­
tween the Byrd group and Purcell. HiR 
namr at least was never forgotten, and 
his settings of Dryden, some of the love-
liest of old English songs, never quite 
fell into oblivion. Of his one opera, a 
good critic has said: "It is truly difficult 
to believe that his opera, 'Dido and 
Aeneas,' was composed before Bach and 
Handel, but it iR impossible to be refuted." 
Another pioneer Englishman, who com-
posed in all forms of music with equal 
ease! 
After Purcell, followed over 150 yearn 
in which there was no really great Eng-
lish compose1., nnd during which England, 
on the whole, ceased to care for good 
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music. The causes were many, but it 
suffices to say that the public unduly 
hampered after, and composer:-; ahsorbecl, 
first Italian, then German music, foq:("ct-
ting the spirit of English music of the 
past. What characteristic:-; belong to the 
English tradition in music 'I li'irst of all, 
we combine the good qualities of the two 
extremes in music. the German and Itali <i n 
schools. Germaii music has beauty of 
structure and depth of meaning, but in 
its bad moments becomes too complex and 
intellectual, or else very :-;entimental 
'l'he Italian school has grace ancl obvious 
melody, but is apt to become su11erficial 
sngary, and at times, to our ear:-;. hyster-
ical in exnression. Like th e .F'rench 
school. we have many of the good points 
of both. but also have added some inrlivi-
clnal characteristics- a frequent jollity, 
comparative simplicity, reserve, and, 
above all, an outdoor springtime fresh-
ness as IJeculiar to England as her lancl~­
cape. This national quality wa<i what 
Eng·land mislaid for so long. in her ;iust 
admiration of foreign music, and licr 
neglect of Byrd. There were, of course, 
composers of some merit. suc11 a' Arne. 
\V eslcy, an cl Stern dale Bennett. Even 
the tawdry Bishop, of Home Sweet Horne 
fame, had his English moments. Bnt tl10 
majority who composed g·ave us slightly 
Anglicised Menclelssolrn, Donizetti, Beeth-
OYen. As for public taste, it was prob-
ably never so low as in the middle of our 
bad period. The rubbish which other-
wise cultured and well-behaved young 
ladies tinkled on their harpsichord or 
pianoforte, was far inferior to jazz, while 
the popular songs were surely the feeblest 
Pver written. "She wore a wrectth of 
Roses,'' ''Oh no, we never mention her,'' 
·' \Von 't you buy my pretty flowers.'' 
Eventually Arthur Sullivan returned 
from his studies in Germany with his 
E nglish qualities unimpaired, and soon 
gave us the delightful Savoy operas. His 
range was from the rolicking tune to 
music of genuine emotional beauty. His 
music, however light, was always refined, 
generally British in character, and some-
times, as in "Prithee pretty Maiden" :n 
''Patience,'' expressed quite simply the 
essence of English music . 'i'he last few 
year s of the 19th century saw a conscious 
<'ffort on the part of musical patriots to 
restore to England her own musical idiom. 
'l'he Purcell Society published and had 
performed the master ':-; work, the major-
ity of which had been forgot.ten. More 
adventurous spirits undertook the editing 
of the works of Elizabethan and earlier 
composers. There was a revival of in-
terest in our national folksong, which, 
according to unbiassecl judges, is equalled 
by that of scarcely another country. 
These melodies have been handed clown . 
and have been shorn of dull or superflu-
ous passages by their successive rustic 
singers. A few of them are frivial, but 
the best are perfect. Above all, they are 
the unsophisticated expression of tbP 
heart of the nation. Mackenzie, Parry, 
and Stanford, by their influence as well 
as in their compositions, restored to Eng-
land her native speech, enriched, of 
course, by all that had taken plaee between 
Dach and the modems. If John Bull had 
any views on the matter, it was that 
England was quite unmusical, his insula1· 
self-satisfaction this time being conquer-
ed by his conservatism. But when Elgar 
arrived, no one doubted that here was m1 
immortal, our g-reatest composer for cen-
turies. His "D:-eam of Gerontius" at 
least is well known in Arnitralia. IIe has 
been followed by Holst and Vaughan 
William:;;, and a host of others scarcely 
less great, producing exc ellent work in 
the smaller forms , and quite freq11ently 
in tli e larger forms of music. 
England as a musical nation has not 
yet regained h er old en~hnsiasrn, bnt 
there has been a great improvement with-
in the last 30 years. Newspaper musical 
criticism, atrocious in Australia, is quite 
i:;oocl in England; popularly written 
articles on music are beginning to take 
their rightful place in periodicals . The 
cause of English music , at first necessari ly 
a cult, is now of interest to every true 
music-lover. There is every hope that 
England may again be as she once wa;;, 
provided the enlightened public at large 
realize that the knowlrclge of a forgotten 
allegorical poem or a dull Elizabethan 
drama is of less valur to mind and soul 
than the knowledge of a Beethov<'n 
S~'mphony, of a \Vagner music-drama, or 
of our great national richei:; in music, 
past or present. l\f. R. F. 
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Miss Freda Sage-An Appreciation 
The following appreciation of Mi!:; s Freda Bage was written by one of the first 
seventeen women to enter into residence in the newly-founded Women's College, at 
Kangaroo Point, in 1914. 
It is the fashion of novcfo;ts of the 
present clay to berate the educational 
system that has produced the heroes and 
hel'oines of so many modern romances, 
and in so doing to paint schoolmasters 
and mistresses and collegiate pedagogues 
as unsympathetic highbrows, cold-blood-
ed abstractioll'-;, or ludicrous freaks. 'l'his 
all makes quite interesting reading, lrn t 
one parn;es at 1.imcs to wonder how much 
real foundation of fact lies beneath it. 
Generally speaking, one can only judge 
from individual experience. Here in Aus-
tralia we have not a vast number of 
people engaged in the all-important work 
of formal education; there are very few 
University Colleges when we compare 
onn;elves with England or America, and 
Wl'Y few College principals. Amongst 
women there are only three of the latter, 
and one of these three is Miss Freda 
Bagc, Principal of the Women's College 
within the University of ,Queensland; and 
in no single respect does she conform to 
any of the types beloved of contemporary 
novelists, nor does she belong to the old 
rigid school of feminist blue-stocking. In 
her is to be found an example of sweet 
and all too rare sanity and normality, 
and in this way she lias exerted and still 
exerts an influence for almost incalculable 
good in the lives of many girls coming 
from all 80rts of schools and homes to 
live a Collegiate life for three or four 
years before going out into the world as 
1.cachers, 8cientists, doctors, architects, or 
wives and mothers. 
'l'he writer had the privilege of being 
one of the first seventeen women to enter 
into residence in the newly-founded 
\'{omen's College at Kangaroo Point, in 
Brisbane, in March, 1914. None of us 
had really the remotest notion, except 
tlrnt gathered from hearsay about other 
Colleges, what a \Vomrn 's Colleg'r was 
like. ~omr of ns were fresh from hoard-
ing-school, and very com;ciom; of recent 
emancipation. Othern had had a year 
or more of University life to dull t.he first 
wonderful thrill, but also a year 01· more 
of rather generally unsatisfactory ''digs'' 
to make us long for an ordered and 
peaceable and reliable mode of living. 
Neither group was disappointed, for .Miss 
Bage ahvays had a ready ear and 
sympathy for the very young and often 
rebellious student, and let us air our 
extremely callow Yiews at great length, 
sometimes in her sitting-room, sometimes 
in our own studies where she would visit 
us perhaps in the morning, afternoon, ot· 
evening, sometimes on a drive in her car, 
a pleasure we all dearly loved. She \vas 
never slow to disagree if she thought us 
wrong, but she did it in such a way that 
our very sensitive feelings were not hur-t, 
and as a result, our future confidences 
were not lost. 'l'he others of us who liad 
liwd in roonrn or boarding houses felt 
that in College there was a veritable 
haven where other congenial people ha<l 
gathered, and where, over us all, was one 
who had been through exactly the same 
general experiences in her young student 
days, and who was ready and willing to 
help us. 
Hardly were we really used to Coll cge 
and the manner of life expected of us 
therein-and we were pathetically anxious 
not to fall short of Miss Bage 's high 
ideals in that respect- when there came 
the shattering tragedy of the war with 
it;; consequent disorganisation and re-
organisation of every side of life, its 
necessary loosening of restraints, doubling 
or trebling of effort, emotional turmoil, 
rind hastening of ~·onng men and women 
into rnatmity. Although suffering in-
tensely from personal loss, Miss Bage 
neYer once allowed her great griefs to 
kill the cheeriness and hopefulness and 
kindness which we instinctively sought 
in her when the burden of sorrow and 
nnrnding· clai·kness and confnsion seemed 
loo rnneh. :Natnrall~T ' one nrver felt that 
l\fiss Bagc fillPCl one's J\fother's place, hut 
very often that she was like some older 
aml wiser sister, near enough to know 
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just what one felt, but sufficiently more 
expenenced to know the cure oue uccded 
for ills, spiritual and mental, and to 
administer it. 
Only a woman possessed of her great 
executive ability could have run a 
College in war-time, attended to the 
numerous outside duties which she 
undertook, and yet manag·ed to know her 
students and cultivate their friendship. 
Her tremendous contribution to the over-
serious student was that knowledge 
divorced from life was useless, and to the 
over-frivolous that life divorced from 
knowledge was impoverished, and I think 
more than one woman might have missed 
happiness but for Miss Bage 's guidance 
in this matter. 
Hand in hand with this executivr 
ability went a creative power, which 
expressed itself in the conception an(i 
nmturing of a College spirit~that won-
derful and elusive and indescribable 
thing. The very first night when it w11s 
opened we drank the health of the Col-
lege-in ginger beer-and Miss Bage 
made a speech, telling us something of 
what was meant by a College and the 
Collegiate life, indicating that the very 
essence of that life was a College spirit. 
As time went on she kept that idea firmly 
before us, so that I think by the enq_ of 
the first year one could truly say that 
most of us had at least grasped the idea 
of the desirability of subduing one's 
individual idiosyncrasies in favour of the 
commonwealth, of putting forth one 's 
best efforts when the welfare of the Uol-
lege was at stake, of trying to lead a 
collegiate life even if one were ~ot, 
perhaps, specially fitted to do so. Durmg 
my three years' residence in Colle~e, and 
for two years longer, when I was. m very 
close touch with it, I saw and felt this 
spirit grow, and letters received now from 
11·0111e11 in residence who were tiny girls 
in 1914, the year of our foundation, lead 
me to believe that with the years the 
spirit is expanding and deepening. 
Miss Bage 's appeals were many, some-
thing for each type found within the 
College: to. the scienti1.;t, her speciafo;t 's 
knowledge of Biology; to the Arts stu-
dent, her love of general literature, of 
music, oE painting; to all of us her great 
interest in the whole of humanity, her 
untiring and absolutely selfless devotion 
to everybody's interests but her own, 
her quick humour and ready smile, her 
certitude of what was right and wrong, 
;i11d :it 111C' boHom of it all, a great sim -
plicity and dirC'ctness that could only 
haYe sprung from a life harmoniously 
lived. 
Long ago , in reference to her rnulti-
tnclinous actiYities , a colleague once half 
laughingly described her with Shakes-
peare's description 0£ Cleopatra: 
"Age cannot wither nor custom stale 
H er in finite variety," 
aud as the years liaYe i>ped, the trntli 0£ 
i his so a pt quotation has been revealed 
again and again. 
AT DUSK. 
I saw her cross the leafy ridge, 
A momentary dream. 
I saw her last on this wood bridge, 
Clear-painted in the stream. 
The air was drowsy with the scent 
Of yellow wattle flowers. 
The sun had flushed the Orient, 
And paled the twllight hours. 
But nevermore the pensive stream 
Has seemed so clear to me, 
As when we wandered in a dream 
With dusk hour mystery . 
I linger here at eventime, 
Upon the old wood bridge. 
Perchance, at dusk, I'll see her climb 
Over the leafy ridge. 
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Wits and their Witticisms 
'l'he difference between egotism and 
conceit is the difference between bril-
liancy and mediocrity. A conceited man 
is offensive; an egotistical man is delight-
ful. When Louis the Fourteenth strode 
about his court, like a pouter-pigeon, with 
a periwig and high-heeled shoes, exclaim-
ing, ''L'Etat, c'est moi ;"-he merely 
showed what an objectionable, loud-
mouthed monarch he was. On the con-
trary, when Caesar murmured airily, '·I 
came; I saw; I conquered ;-or the l,atin 
equivalent-he demonstrated that, no 
matter what might be said against him, 
he had a rugged, but attractive, sense of 
humour. 
'l'he mediocrity takes his worthlessness 
seriously; the egotist regards his talents 
lightly. 'l'he conceited man tries to make 
his fellow-men appreciate his imriortancr, 
while the egotist persuades men to take 
l,is importance lightly. Only the man 
who is conscious of his superiority over 
other men can be an egotist. ·when the 
c:lever man egotizes, he is enjoying his 
own brilliancy. 'l'he conceited man 
wastes his time convincing himself that 
l• e is brilliant. 
All this is of slight magnitude; but it 
enables us to appreciate to the full the 
remark of Oscar Wilde, who, when con-
fronted with the American customs 
people, said: "I have nothing to declare 
but my genius.'' If 'Wilde had been at 
all conceited he would have promptly 
been htuled into the water; but because 
his remark was true, it was flashed to 
every corner of the American Press. 
Probably Oscar had given careful com;id-
eration to the thought. 
Mark 'l'wain , when on a visit to London. 
was the guest of honour at a lion 11arty. 
Ile was tired and dispirited, bnt his 
hostess cajoled her lion. Rising to his 
fret and passing his hand wearily through 
his silver hair, he drawled, "Ladies and 
Gentlemen, Homer is dead, Dante iR clead. 
Shakespeare is dead, and I don't feel 
Yrry "'.ell myself." 
fo 1lw way that great· men will, 'l'wai11 
crossed sworclR with the Ratirical 
·whistler. The American impressionist, 
it is told, received Twain rudely. The 
latter, looking round the studio, pauseJ 
before a canvas which had just been com-
pleted. Ile poked his finger towards it. 
'' l,ook out, man,' ' screamed Whistler, 
"the paint's wet." 
"It 's all right, Whistler/' replied 
Twain, "1 ha ye my gloves on." 
\Vhi;:;tle1"s egotism exasperated 1.ion-
clon. All England engaged him. But 
jagged sabre::; were of no avail against a 
slender rapier. He pinned them with 
his wit. Only Oscar Wilde drew a 
'l'olfdo to ma1cb ·whistler's rapier. 'l'hc 
gauntlet was thrown down on a question 
c.£ art. ''What has Oscar in common 
with Art,'' wrote ·whistler, ''except -that 
he dines at our tables and pick::; from our 
platters the plums for the pudding that 
he peddles in the provinces 1 O::;car-
the amiable, irresponsible csurient Oscar 
-with no more sense of a picture than he 
has of the fit of a coat-has the courage 
of the opinions .... of others!'' 
'l1hen the retort \\Tilde. "\Vith our 
James vulgarity begins at home, and 
should be allowed to stay there." 
The story of Wilde's appearance before 
the curtain on the first night of '' l;ady 
\Vindermere 's Fan'' is well known. He 
gravely congratulated the audience on 
the great . success it had made that even-
ing in so intelligently appreciating his 
play. On a similar occasion Bernard 
Shaw received the flattering plaudih; of 
an audience on the initial performance of 
0ne of his plays. But one individual in 
the gallery hooted. Shaw looked in his 
direction. "I agree with you,'' he said, 
"But what are we to do amongst so 
many~'' 
In his young' days Max Beerbohm was 
aR witty as his period demanded. Apropos 
of his brother Herbert, the potential 
knight, he said languidly to an editor 
friend, "I am meditating a series of 
articles on "l'he Brothers of Great Men' 
- a panse- "T shall probably begin with 
JTc1·bert." 
Thrre is a b1·oa<l clistinc1 ion between 
1hr rgotism of Twain. RhmY, Wilde ancl 
\Vhistler, ancl the vanit~' of 'l'ennyRon. A 
single instance will suffice to illustrate 
the point. The great Victorian was out 
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walking with Meredith one afternoon, 
and along the road behind the two men 
came two cyclists. ''I suppose they will 
bother me," growled Tennyson. But 
they did not. 'l'hey passed in a cloud of 
dust without even glancing at the great 
poet. 'l'ennyson was staggered. '' 'l'hey 
didn 't even notice me," he grumbled. 
Egotism is cultivated, vanity is in-
grained; and with rt'enny,;on tbe latter 
was a disease. But Tennyson was too 
ponderoul'lly English to do other than 
take even his vanity seriously. 
1old by E. V. Lucas, in a witty essay, of 
Oliver Edwards, an obscure and long 
dead gentleman, who achieved immortal-
ity in one conversation with Dr. .Johnson, 
as recorded by the faithful Boswell. 
Edwards was truly of "the shining com-
pany of simple souls." In these words 
he spoke to the mighty Johnson, "Yon 
are a philosopher, Dr. ,Johnson. I have 
tried, too, in my time to be a philosopher; 
but I don't know how; cheerfulness was 
always breaking in." 
'l'he egotist has a little in common with 
simplicity. A most agreeable story 'is 
Tf the remark had not been l'lO fascinaL 
ingl.v ingenuous, it might have brl'n 
egotistical. 
THE i\lAID U-CHI. 
By a lake of China blue 
Where the lotus lily grew 
Long ago, 
Lived the lovely maid Li-Chi, 
Who would weave her dreams and sigh 
Long ago. 
·while the sweet persimmon trees 
Shook their blossoms in the breeze, 
And the apple flowers bled 
For their paper petals shed 
She would sigh. 
Though she was of porcelain made 
To her tiny toes of jade, 
She was very much in love, 
And every amorous dove 
Heard her sigh. 
Then to Li-Chi love sent Chang. 
And the love-birds saw and sang 
·when the trembling maiden kissed 
Her young lover at the tryst 
By the lake. 
"I shall take you as my bride 
And I'll never leave your side,' 
Said the ardent lover Chang. 
While the love-birds gaily sang 
By the lake. 
From his lofty, ivory towers 
In a fairyland of flowers 
The Mandarin looked down; 
And most fearful was his frow .~ 
As he saw the lovers row 
On the lotus lake below. 
By his thousand lordly dead 
Then he swore to have Ch9ne;'s head, 
And the annle blossoms shed 
Scented tears. 
But the e;ods were kind to Chi 
And they woulcl not see her die. 
So the lovers changed to birds 
While they whispered loving words 
Long ago. 
Where the lotus lilies grow 
.A II this happened long ago . 
.And the lovely maid dirl sigh 
'ro the painted China ~ky 
Long ago. 
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A Musical Backwater 
T,he Reply to ' 'Pa.le Moon. ' ' 
\Ve ha \'e all ::;cen the ::;emi-balcl man, 
the type who pa::;se::; a horny hand over 
hrn ::;cantily covered cranium and at-
tcm pt::; to ::;a tisfy himself that i1is hair rn, 
after all, adequate. He plaiotively 
twirl::; between bis finge1'8 a few ::;trands 
of forelock and murmu1'8, ''After all, I 
have these few." 
>:Juch a gentleman is "Pale Moon," who 
by crooning over ::;everal mm;ical ::;ocietics 
in Brisbane, and over-rating the support 
afforded them, consoles himself into the 
belief that Brisbane is quite to the fore 
in matters musical. 
George Eliot has said that only by a 
wide comparison of fact::; can the well-
rolled barrel be distinguished from the 
supernal thunder. Ilow much of ''Pale 
Moon's'' noise is of the well-rolled barrel 
type? We hear much of pastoralists' 
progeny, striped paints, and a little appen 
dicitis, and a drink or two to add a 
festive touch to hi::; remarks, bn t little 
that will really substantiate his case. 
By an amusing quibble he attempts to 
overcome the fact that only 160 of Bris-
bane's 1250,000 odd people held season 
tickets for the State and Municipal 
Orchestra concerts last year. Of these, 
250,000 people, he says, many al'e babies 
and irresponsibles. As babies in these 
clays of high living costs are not at a 
premium it is safe to assume that the 
irresponsibles have it all their own way. 
'l'he 160 figure would indicate that. 
The Austral Chol.r, Apollo rlnb, and 
1\fnsical Union, in spite of what "P~ile 
Moon'' ma~' say, are in anything but a 
flourishing condition. The first-named 
society at present is several hundreds of 
pounds on the wrong side of the ledger 
O\\·ing to lack of public support. The 
othero; are in little better shape. "Where 
is the apathy when a relatively small city 
like Brisbane makes it possible for such 
musical societies to put on programmes 
year after year?'' asked onr pale rnusic-
a lly hald luminary. The mere existence 
of a few musical societies does not infer 
a full musical appreciation by the general 
public. 'l'hese societies are being kept 
alive, and virtually ::;poon-feu by a com-
paratively small number of entlrnsiast::;, 
who expend much time and private 
money to keep the organisations going. 
'l'he death of a musical body has re-
cently been recorded in Brisbane. Some 
eighteen month::; ago the Brisbane Cham-
ber l\'[u:;ic Society began auspiciously 
with a membership of 200. 'l'he concerts 
of the society were of the greatest merit. 
Here were no "half baked amateurs," but 
::;killed musicians, who performed the 
highest and most sublime and appealing 
form of music. But musically unappre-
ciative Brisbane did not deign to recog-
nise merit. 'l'he membership dropped 
from ~00 to 35, arid finally the society 
became defunct-crushed out of exist-
ence by an apathetic public. 
The test of Brisbane as a truly musical 
city came when the Municipal Orchestra 
was almost forced to disband. The public 
did not object, but Mr. George Sampson 
did. Tt was only after long and frequent 
representations on his part that the Gov-
ernment finally agreed to help him keep 
liis orchestra going. · 
I am magnanimous enough to admit 
that the position of the Exhibition Hall 
and inadequate transport services ··may 
be an unfortunate barrier for some 
people, but it is not a reason-it is an 
excuse-for the lack of support of our 
musical bodies. When the new 'l'own 
Hall is completed we may yet hope for 
better things. 
In every community there is a large 
class whose musical tastes are catered 
for by the piano thumper, and trombone 
player or ukelele expert, of friendly and 
even familiar name such as Alfy or 
'Erbie. Th~re is another class, which is 
se1·vccl by Bach, Handel, Chopin, Men-
delssohn, Beethoven, and the like. 'l'hese 
are the people who revel in mm;ic for 
music's sake, and who regard is as a com-
fort in times of stress, and as an orna-
ment of life- bnt not a field fo1· subtle 
differentiations. The third type, Mr. 
lligl1 brow, does nothing but make subtle 
differentiations. Fortunately he is not too 
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many members of both meet in the dance 
hall and revel in its "rich warm music 
of humanity." No expressions of con-
tempt can disguise the fact that the man 
who revels-I like the Bacchanalian 
association of this word-who revels, I 
say, in the music of Alf's ukelele to-day 
may to-morrow revel in the music of 
Kreisler 's violin or Levitzski 's piano. 
And here one might well ask why A.II.'l'. 
ignored the evidence of musical interest 
afforded by the attendances at concerts 
given by the best artists from abroad, and 
how he reconciles the wonderful popu-
larity of the recrnt Gilbert and Sullivan 
srason with his statement that Brisbane 
audiences are lacking in appreciation. 
.. Words not winged by truth! Tt is an 
immlt to the business intelligence to 
assert that a small number of enthusiasts 
would continue to snoon-feed a society 
like the Austral Choi1: if it were '' scver~l 
hundred pounds on the wrong side of the 
ledg·er. '' Was it a ''musically unappre-
ciative Brisbane" which actuallv enabled 
thr now defunct Chamber Music Society 
to begin "anspicionsl:v" witl1 a member 
ship of 200, and which rarly this year 
filled the Albert Hall for a Chamber 
Music concert~ One could go on much 
longer tearing to shreds the threadbare 
fabric which A.II.'r. would dignify by the 
name of argument, but I shall depart 
after one final rip. Your contributor 
implies that Brisbane is not a musical 
city because the Sampson Orchestra was 
almost forced to disband. If that were 
so, Mr. Editor, Sydney would be un-
musical because thr New South Wales 
Orchestra was allowed to di;,appear, and 
no word would be too lrnrd for Mel-
bournr, which has no permanent orcl1estra 
at all. 'Yet it cannot he reasonablv con-
tended that Sydney and Mrlbour~c arc 
in a musical backwater. 
As "Pale Moon" I am conscious that 
my rays would have to br ten thousand 
times stronger to pierce the abysmal 
rlarlrness in which A.H.T. is served b~· 
Bach , Handel, Chopin, Mendelssohn. 
Beethoven, and the like· So, hoping that 
1 shall become an extraordinary in·odigy 
~nd descend like a meteor on the city, 
I am 
Youl's, rte., 
"PATJE "M"OON. " 
FAITH. 
I know not how my river winds, 
Flowing down to sea; 
If through wild and lonely lands, 
Or through fair country. 
I know not whence its waters came, 
Welling from tlie hills; 
I only know it came as do 
Other little rills. 
And though I know not if it flows, 
A great or little 'vay, 
I know that it wfll meet the sea, 
Tranquilly some day . 
-0.H. 
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prevalent in Brisbane. It is to the mid-
dle ''Mr. You and I brow'' class, which 
reveb in the rich warm music of human-
ity, that the musicians of to-day nnrnt 
look for their patronage. 'l'his class may 
be fairly numerous in Brisbane, but it 
does not seem to demonstrate the fact-
except on rare occasions wl1 en some ex-
traordinary prodigy descends like a 
meteor on the city. 
'fhe Alfy and 'Erbie variety forms 
''Pale Moon's'' irresponsible brigade-
1.hr ether 24-9,8-±0 odd (including babies). 
We can only judge by results. 'l'he 
!'lain fact remains that where public snp-
nol't is dC'SCl'Yed it is not given to Bris-
banr mrn.;ical bodies. The fact i'l irrrfnt-
able that those which are deserving of 
this support are in very poor financial 
position. If this argues great public 
musical appreciation, Pale Moon's logic, 
if any, is not very convincing. 
'l'o the vast majority of people in Bris-
bane the statement can be admirably 
appplied that: "It takes very little water 
to make a perfect pool for a tiny fish 
where it will find its world and paradise 
cill in one, and never have a presentiment 
of the dry bank.'' 
Unfortunately " Pale Moon" in hi:,; re-
ply has wande~·ed from the point of dis-
cussion in places, but for all that he is 
e\·idently not moved with that ''divine 
discontent,'' or ''ashamed with a noble 
~·hame,'' whicl1 Charles Kingsley say:,; is 
thr parent of all upward aspiration. 
A. II. '1'. 
A LAST WORD 
}fr. Editor,-I am glad to have the 
opportunity of commenting on the labour-
ed article with which A.IL'l'. seeks to 
blind your readen; to the foofo;hness of 
his first contribution. In the field of 
controvrrsy there is no one more irritating 
than the person who, finding his original 
position untenable , shifts his ground, and 
claims to defend something which was 
nc\'er assailed. ]Jet me state the facts 
for the benefit of those readers who are 
unable to recall the substance of the pre-
vious contribntions on this ~, di,jcct. fn 
an article in the May issue of" Galm ah rn" 
A.II.'1'. asserted that Brisbane was in a 
musical backwater, and that the starnlard 
of appreciation was very poor. In a 
reply to the a1·ticle I stated that Brisbane, 
far from being in a backwater, was just 
as musically advanced as other cities in 
Australia, and that there wafl nothing 
wrong with the standard of appreciation. 
Now, A.II.'l'., forgetting the backwatel', 
lmsi efl himflelf in den)'ing that Brishane 
is a trul~, musical city-which was nn·er 
ccntenc1ec1-and in doing so he almost 
hides his meaning in a maze of badly 
expressed and irrel_evant ideas. On read-
ing tlw compilation of tortured rhrases, 
I found that I was a semi-bald man. th»'-
1here 11lso is such a thing as a "serni-halcl 
musical luminary," that tl1r mrre rxist-
cncr of a frw musical societier; doer; not 
"infer" a full nnrnical appreciation by 
the public, that the "Mr. You and I 
Brow'' class revels in the rich warm 
music of humanity, and that ''extra-
ordinary'' prodigies sometimes descend 
like meteors on the city. Then there 
was a touching reference to a tiny fish, 
which half pernuaded me that after all 
I was not being entertained by th~ 
Astronomer Royal but by the Compleat 
Angler. Indeed, Mr. Editor, A.H.'l'. 's 
article made me realise how truly spoke 
Mr. \Vim;ton Churchill when he said that 
words which on the proper occasions 
were a most powerful engine lost their 
weight and value when they were not 
backed by facts or winged by truth, when 
they were obviously only the expression 
of strong feeling and were not related in 
any way to the actual facts of the situa-
tion. ·what is "a full musical apprecia-
tion by the geJ).eral public?" fa it a state 
;n which "2-±9,840 odd (including 
ba hies) '' will refuse to pay to listen to a 
jazz band, but will wreck the Exhibition 
Hall because they are all unable to get in 
to hear the Ausfral Choir? A.H.'r. 
divides his community into musical 
classes just ar; incompetent historians 
begin a period with an exact date. He 
forgets that the class which is "rerved" 
b~' Bach, Handel, etc., and the class 
which is "catered for"-how like a 
restaurant-by the ukelele expert or 
trombone player are not a world apart: 
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A Futurist Ramble 
Tile growing need::; of the University 
al'C daily making our premises more in-
adequate, and the authorities are slowly 
rccogni::;ing that a new field will soon 
have to be sought. Estimates from 
reliable statistics show that in fifty years 
we can expect a University the size of 
8ydney 's present institution. By that 
time, too, there will probably be a demand 
for a large college in North Queensland. 
'!'his article does not propose to enter 
into the St. Lucia-Victoria Park con-
trover::;y. [t desires, however, to point 
io the necessity for the provision of a 
large area of flat land on which there arc 
not only satisfactory building founda-
tions, but also suitable sports areas, 
river frontage, and fortile soil. The 
new University must not be cramped for 
space, air or light. 
IlaYing the ~ite, what kind of buildings 
are to be erected ? Naturally, the style 
of architecture adopted will depend 
la1·gely upon the purposes for which the 
i;tructures are to be used, but even keep-
ing within the bounds of these limita-
tions, there still remain a great variety 
of architectural forms from which one 
might choose. 
Tn a young and growing country like 
ours, possessed as it is of enormous poten-
tial wealth, we should not only endeavour 
to make the great seat of learning effi-
cient as a technical institution , but 
should also instil into its graduates a 
8ense of beauty and true culture. No 
better method of obtaining this desired 
result exists than by means of fine build-
ings. "1t is only when a building entire-
ly fulfilf; the purpose for which it is 
intended, and bears the impress of n 
genuine sty le, that it takes rank as a 
work of architecture.'' 
Tt is thought by some that a new 
University should be built on the style 
of some of the great old institutions of 
Europe : Gothic. Renaissance. or some 
such type, aR is the case in Sydney 
Universitv. No one will deny the beantv 
of many .of thrsr "poems in . s1 onr," br;t 
there arr difficulties in the way of 
obtaining them. They are expensive to 
erect, and are frequently not suited to 
modern requirement::;. In U .8.A. the art 
of building has developed along a new 
and original course. 
Your typical modern American Univer-
sity is laid out in spacious ground:; with 
as many trees, flower beds and lawns as 
possible. 'l'he buildings are two or three 
storied flat roofed plain brick or plaster-
ed structures, set off, may be, with a 
portico doorway. Inside one may find 
large well lighted rooms, good libraries 
and laboratories, but of decorative work, 
paintings, sculpture or noYel structure:> 
there is practically nqne. True, in some 
of the older colleges there are towers and 
cloistered quadrangles. In Virginia, too, 
there are quaint modifications reminis-
cent of the old Virginian country houses. 
Vv e of Australia have similar problemi> 
to those of U.S.A., and will doubtless 
find ourselves progressing on lines akin 
to those of our national cousins. In the 
process we should learn from thr exprri-
ences of our contemporaries, and shape 
our destinies so that we may avoid mis-
takes. In our University of the future 
we might incorporate something of the 
ornate structures of Europe into the 
eminently practical buildings and spac-
ious surroundings of American Univer-
sities. 
It should always be borne in mind by 
the designer that the present age realises 
that true beauty lies more in usefulness 
of purpose than striking novelty· Health, 
light, air and equipment are of more 
importance than magnificent facacles , 
columns and so forth. Beauty. however, 
serves a useful purpose, because it pro-
vides surroundings in which the drramers 
and creative thinkers of the future may 
fincl time and nlace wherein to develop 
their latrnt originality. 
Spacious arbored grnuncls. statelv 
buildings, a cosy library, if T may be 
permitted to use that term, are equally 
important stimuli to thoughtful work as 
are up-to-elate laboratories in creative in-
vention. Such an environment will do 
morr to rngencler stncly 1rncl original 
work than a whole com·sr of roniine 
lectures. 
E.C.T. 
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A Note on Ambrose Bierce 
Born in 18'19, Ambrose Biel'ce scr\'ecl in 
the American Civil War, some years latrr 
went to England to stay for a while as a 
militant journalist, returned to America 
about 1880, followed journalism, mainly 
in California, until 1914, when he left for 
l\fexico never to be heard of again. He 
may be alivr; the odds are that he i>t dead, 
although a man of his daring and in-
genuity and rccentricity has more chances 
than ninety-nine out of a hundred; he was 
a<i capable of defending himself as he 
was happy in attacking others. 
Though well kncwn in the inner circles 
of both England and America at least 
17 years before that date, hr publish-
rcl in 1892 the collection of military and 
civilian stories known as' "In the Midst 
ofLjfe"; "Can Such Things Be" (rrpub-
lishrcl this year) came out not later than 
1899, in which year appear·ed his "Fan-
tastic Fables.'' a series of amusing anec-
rlotes: somewhrre in the 'nineties, Bierce 
issued a volume of verse, "Black Beeitles 
in Amber,'' cynical, macabre and satir-
ical , adirctivrs which apply to manv of 
thr drfinitions in "The Cyn~c's Word· 
Book," J 906. There is an American 
0rlition of his works in twelve volumes, 
bnt nearly all his best stories fie"nre in 
thr two known as "Tn the Midst of Life" 
an cl "Can Such Things Re"; in 1925 
Arthur Svmons, who has a flair for "dis-
Poveries," Nlitrd a selrction of "Ten 
Tales," right of wl1ich may be fonml in 
thr two collections jnst mentioned. 
TlH•1·r is, in :ill this work. some d:ingrr 
that readers will ovrrlook the excellrncr, 
thr pnrity anrl sfrrngth of thr <:tylr. in 
thrir intrrr<:;t in thr stories, for the.;;r ffrin 
rven the most jaded-and srvPral will 
fm·cinatr· Tn some ways a follower of 
Poe (wl1om hr cleclared too mnclt adclict-
rcl to whisky to know rnnch ahont winr), 
in othcrR he went beyond him: in his 
militnrv >:torirs he handlrd thernr<i of 
wl1icl1 Por was ignorant. These talrs of 
f:olllirrn inclrnl2 some of his very brst 
work; one ha ~; fonncl a place in 111c 
"Sc~cct::d English Short Stories" in "l'h e 
·w orl<l 's Classics,' but this, good as it is, 
falls ~licrt of two of the others. 'l'bc only 
military story in "Can Such Thing·s BJ" 
had appeared in the earlirr collection. 
As one might guess from the title, the 
later volume contained only :;tories of the 
supernatural, the abnormal or the extra-
ordinary, in which qualities Bierce shows 
a slight advance in this as compared with 
the earlier work. One could wish for 
nothing more intense and thrilling than 
the stories entitled "A ·watcher by the 
Dead,'' ''The Man and the Snake,'' ''A 
Holy Terror," "The Death of Halpin 
Frayser,'' '' Moxon 's Master,'' and '' 'l'he 
Damned Thing." The eerie, the ghostly 
and the ghastly, the inexplicable-these 
are subjects with which Bierce deals with 
an ease that characterises the greatest 
writers of platitud~s. Sureness of con-
struction ancl clarity of exposit;on, con-
Yincing nanative and masterly descrip-
tion, terse cli<ilogne and slJl'ewcl, lnrninons 
psychology more than rrdee;-a the rare 
cruditirs of subject. A certain grim 
humour. presrnt in his stories (he dis-
liked the novel) and l1ir; verse, unitrs 
with a brilliant wit to make 11is "Lyric's 
Word-Book" good reading-but not for 
children. 
Perhans srveral ex::irnnles will clo better 
than criticism to disnla:v it.;; merit:-
Abrupt: ''Sudden, without crremony, 
like the arrival of a cannon-shot and the 
departure of the solcEer whose interests 
are most affected by it"; adamant: "A 
mineral frequently found beneath a 
corset. Soluble in Rolicitate of gold'': 
destiny: ''A tyrant's authorit~- for crime 
and a· fool's excuse for failure'': encom-
iast: "A special (but not part'cnlar) kind 
of liar"; garter: "An ela~tic band 
intended to keep a woman from coming 
out of J1rr stockings and desolating the 
countr:v''; kill: ''To crrate a vacancy 
without nominating a successor"; lazi-
ness: "Unwarranted repose of manner in 
a person of low degree'' ; logic : '' 'l'h e a rt 
of thinking- and reasoning in Ptrict ac-
cordance with the limitations and incapa-
cities d the human undf'rstanding." 
Of that rnrt of thing one may very 
Roon have one's fill. but tne stories, which 
coulcl not be called cynical ( rxcept in 
flashes) and which contain rnnc11 clrep 
:iml rrticrntly implied pity for tllf' suffer-
ings aml ignorance of human kind, will 
bear close :rnd continuous rracling, The 
day of Ambrose Bierce is not yet, bnt it 
is not far off. 
ERIC PARTRIDGE. 
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Student Benefactions 
Student gifts have continued to in-
increase slightly since b :,;t report in 
'' Galmahra. '' The totals in the various 
funds are now (17/ 9/ 25) as follows:-
]Jibrary Capital Fund . . . . . . £155 5 6 
Arts Faculty Fund . . . . . . . £10 10 0 
Science ............. . 
Engineering . . . . . . . . . .... . 
La\v ................... . 
Un:on General Fund ...... . 
Sports General Fund ..... . 
Amounts for definite gifts .. 
Amts. at discretion of Senate 
£3 1 0 
£1 1 0 
£6 11 1 
£14 4 0 
£29 7 0 
£6 9 10 
Grand total . . . . . . . . . . . £239 7 11 
These figures are accurate. Tt has been 
n difficult task to make them complete 
so far, owing to the vagueness of some of 
the letters of gift, and T regret the con-
srqnent erro1· in one of the totals rrnh-
lishecl last term. 
1n addition to the above the Union 
TJibrary has received nine books by s1ndent 
!?ift, and now contains twenty volumf's. 
R0me of these are reports and records 
ccncf'rned with the foundation of our 
own University, which haYe alreaclv be-
<>ome rare; there are also histories of Rvd-
ney University, the Oxford Union, and the 
Oxford Dramatic Society; large illus-
trated volumes on the Univr.rsities 
of Oxford and Tiondon, and the 
British, Scottish, and Australian 
Students' Song Books. Accounts of the 
Ame1·ican and Continental UniversitieR 
are to come. F01· a young University it is 
especially valuc.ble to have the wealth of 
suggesti0n on differe;it aspects of aca-
demic life which the library already con-
tains. ow·ng to lack of othf'r accommoda-
f.ion it is kept at present in the Modern 
Langrntge Department, where Union 
members may have the use of books on 
application. 
Elsewhere in the Magazine the question 
of' a Union Building is discussed. It may 
be of intere>;t to aclcl here that the student 
body, through the Union, haYe already 
set aside £106 for a building fund-a surn 
which represents one-third of the annual 
e1·edit balanci:s of the Union over a mnn-
ber of years. This is additional, of course, 
to the amount given above by individual 
students for Union equipment and fur-
nishing. 
The Benefactions Committee have 
meanwhile continued the task of finding 
out and recording University needs which 
may be met by student gifts. Letters 
haVf' been sent to all Faculties and Uni-
versity Associations, asking for these 
needs; complete replies have not yet been 
received, but graduands who are already 
thinking of a parting gift can get any 
numher of suggestions from the Heads of 
Departments or Societies. 
The Committee are now endeavouring 
to have the Book of Bf'nefactors made up 
in its complete form before next Degrf'r. 
Day. Tt is impossible to promise this, how-
eVf'l', until the probable designer of thr. 
book returns from Europe towards th~ 
end of the vear. Meanwhile the iwrRent 
book is plac~d in tlw TJibrary, and hrnr-
factors who have not yrt Rigned tliei1· 
names are asked to do so as early as 
pm:;sible. 
There are Sf'veral othf'r things whiel1 
one hears vaguely, which show that the 
8. B. plan is catching on more and more. 
and having influences bevoncl its own 
inten1ion. but it will be time 
<'nough to mention these when they have 
become more defin-ite. That this should 
be the case, however, is due solely to 
thost' who have nlready givt·n srontn -
neously to the funds proposed, ancl 
turned a mere idea into a c;•".lctete reality. 
1t ma.v seem a l1ltle early to refer here 
to next Degree Day, but 1>efore the next 
issue of '' Galmahra'' appears that clay 
will probably have come and gone. And 
it seems likely, from the trend of things 
this year, that the Student Benefaction 
1•1nnds will increase not only by steady 
small additions, but by a series o2 special 
f'fforts, culminating on Degree Day of 
each year. There will always be the new 
p;:-adu: ~ rn1s to lead off with; there will alsn 
be tllf' lwtter half of the graduates of the 
year or few years before who have had 
to wait thus long before finding their 
financial feet , and there will always be 
those r.mong the large body of graduates 
wlio find that they can give at last, or 
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give again. Thi8 year the Library Fund 
had been made a going concern, by De-
gree Day; why not aim next year at £50 
at least in each of the funds established 
before April 30? 
To conclude, here is an extract from 
thl' Pres:;, which has its point tor mort' 
than studrnts. (Tlre capital letters are 
our own): 
Professor Agar, who has just re-
turned from a nine months' tour of Eng-
land and the United States, in which 
latter country he was the guest of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, has come back 
deeply impressed with the thoroughness 
shown by Americans in applying in prac-
tice the ideas which most people of cul-
ture are disposed to admire in theory and 
leaYe tliere (reports t11r 1\frlbom·ne 
"TTrrillcl."). 
'' 'fhe support of gTeat inf-ltitutiom; of 
learning, not as a grand gesture of a 
millionaire, but as A MAT'l'ER OF' 
COURSE, struck me most forcibly," Pro-
fessor Agar said. 
''The excuse for the ordinary business 
man in Australia holding aloof from our 
Universities has often been that he is not 
a multi-millionaire. Cntainly multi-mil-
lionaires have given lavishly to learned 
foundations abroad, but the gifts of the 
A VERA GE successful man of business 
are what keeps the ordinary University 
at its maximum pitch of efficiency. 
Classes of certain years contribute regu-
larly to their Alma Mater with a gener-
osity that is partly pride and affection, 
and partly a determination to keep their 
own college aheilcl of rivals." 
F. w. ,R. 
Cuttings and Comments 
Lydia Krotokoff. the famous artist's 
model, told Mr. Justice Seiving, she only 
earned £1,500 a year.-London "Sun." 
Fair Lydia said with a sigh, 
To Mr. Justice Seiving, 
Although this sum may ·sound a lot, 
It's only a BARE living. 
To a scientist, love is merely one 01' the 
rlemental forces. - Elinor Glyn. 
A force, which he is well aware, 
When speaking of RESISTANCE, 
Varies directly as the square, 
Of intervening distance. 
His mother, giving evidence, said he 
drank su lphuric acid in mistake for water.-
"North Coast Review. 
Flljrewell, friend of my childhood days. 
Your smile I 1shall see no more; 
For what you thought was H20, 
Was just H2S04. 
Girls and Knees-Famous Doctor's Views. 
-Sydney "Sunday Sun." 
Your opinions are so sketchy, 
That I am very confused; 
·won't you describe more clearly, Doc, 
Your most interesting VIEWS? 
Where did the modern girls' craze for 
speed in everything originate ?-Evangelist 
Nicholson. 
Let me quote Sir Walter Raleigh: 
It was he who sowed the seed. 
He asked his Queen to STEP ON IT, 
And that is what started speed. 
American Wireless has posted a notico·--
"Danger; No smoking; High Explosives" -- · 
Wireless News. 
He lit his pipe and realised 
His wireless aspirations; 
For at last lie was PICKED UP, by 
Sixty different stations. 
Spirits seem to have become commonly 
associated with table rocking. I thhk tlrnt 
rather strange.-Sir Oliver Lodge. 
My table is always rocking, 
It makes my head feel quite numb. 
You voice my thoughts, Sir Oliver, 
I've often thought it was RUM. 
The crowd to welcome the Australian 
cricketers was so enthusiastic that Mailey 
was hustled into the roadway.-Spcrts. 
Revengefulness is not a trait 
Of Mailey's, but at Dover-
Oh, blush for shame. Australians-
He BOWLED A MA-DEN OVER 
--J. GREEN. 
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A Graduate Abroad. 
HOLLAND. 
Holland is perhaps one of the most 
national countries of Europe; so many 
continental countries arc cosmopolitan, 
mixed in people, Cllstoms, architecture; 
but I-Iolland is so typically Dutch, its 
people, its holrnes, its scenery, everything 
about it could not be anything else but 
Dutch. This was the impression given to 
those who visited Amsterdam to attend 
the Conference of the International Fed-
eration of University Women in July oE 
this year. and who thus had a splendid 
l)nportunity of seeing this interesting 
little country. It i8 wonderfnlly p:ctur-
Psque, flat everywhere, but g"rren, Very 
green and fertile, and well cultivated. 
The canals, so characteristic of Holland 
ancl Dutch cifies, traverse the country in 
:ill directions, and in the cities form a 
hewilclering network. In Am"terdam, 
fo1· insfancc. there are thrre cone 0 ntric 
circles of wRter. constructed at d;fl'"rrnt 
neriods as the city g-rrw larg"rr. anil r0n-
necting these are innumerablP snol'fn 
f'<>n:il<:. The eities ;:irp vPrv intl"'resti""' 
witl1 their nn»;nt olcl D11tcl1 hnildin"'" ::inil 
hard "ohb]Pil streets. Tn Arnsterilrim is 
the Rijks Museum or National Gallery, 
with a fine collection of Dutch 11aintinQ's, 
the most interesting of which are the 
works of Rembrandt. There is alPo a fine 
Zoological Museum ancl Aquarium. the 
first Aauarium 1 had visited. and very 
interestinR" it was. The· funniest t11inirs 
we1'e the little sea-horses. small and black, 
::incl looking so yery serions thf' fins on 
thei1· hacks wl1izzing rouncl likr "mall 
prone ll ers. 
From Amsterdam. the great N01 th Se2 
f'anal, cut through . Northern Holland as 
a direct route to the sea. passes throu!!h 
the loveliest Dutch country. Here the 
little houses are so picturesque, for the 
Dutch seem t<Y love colour and they naint 
tl1rir homes green or red. and all the 
winclows h:we shutters which are painted 
too. in rerl :inn white. in snch ::i way that 
niev look like winrlows with curtains 
<;]io~ving thrnngh. Many winclmills acU 
to the pictnresque beauty of the scene; 
often the~' ::ire woi·king, bnt the trrnlrnc.v 
is for them to fall into disuse, giving place 
to electric power, so the Government is 
subsidising them, for they must be there 
to make the landscape typically Dutch. 
This North Sea Canal passes through 
the little old town of Zaandam, whf're 
Peter the Great came from Russia to 
learn the trade of shipbuilding, on to 
Alkmaar, famous for its cheese market 
and the centre of the cheese-making in-
chrntry of Holland. The finf' old market 
building, standing in the middle of a big 
<;quarf', is surmounted by quite an intel'-
cRting clock-tower. At twelve o'clocfr n 
carillon of bells chime<; for half an honT, 
and at one o'clock a small model trum-
peter blows his trumpet, ::incl fonr little 
l1orsernen comf' ont and p:allon rouncl ancl 
round. Down in thf' market. thf' che e ~e 
i.s convrvrd from the barges ·which lrnvr 
hrolwht it . to the big· " 'righing Rcales. oy1 
ho::it-shanecl wooden trays. each carried 
hv bYo men, who are dressed all in white 
with coloured hats. wide-hrimmecl straw 
h"ts. which m::iy be red. green. yellow. 
white. blue: at the preRent clay thr colour 
signifies thf' company to which the m en 
belong. After being put on th~ scales, 
the load of cheese is taken to the market, 
where it is sold by weight, and thence to 
a very old store, a quaint old building, 
three stories high, which can hold 50,000 
cheeses, and here they can be stored for 
varylng lengths of time. The cheeses arc 
round and yellow, like pumnkins _: in the 
store they arP labelled. ::ind those intended 
for export nainted reel. 
One fa!':cin::iting visit " 'e rnaclP WflR to 
the Dead Cities of the Zu~·drr Zee, those 
;:incient towns which to-day arr practic-
:illv dead. On the way W" nasRPCl 
th1"011gh Edam, where tf1~re i<; anothf'1' 
famous cheese-markf't. and manv verv o1 rl 
houseR. It is har<l to imagine how ~orne 
of these old houses have stood for so Ion!!. 
brcan~e they are built far from vf'rticfll: 
they have usua1lv either a clrciclrcl list to 
l)n~ side or the,; tilt ont ovp1· thr stref'+. 
Volenclam ::ind .1\farken, with their flee1s 
l)f fisl1inq_· boats, were, perlrnns. the mo <; t 
intrres1ing pl::irrs fo me, for it is in thrc.;r 
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two towns alone that the national costume 
is still worn in everyday life by the 
people. Often in the bigger cities one 
sees men and children wearing the wooden 
sabots, and occasionally an old lady with 
a beautiful lace Dutch cap, but here the 
entire population is garbed in the tradi-
tional picturesque costume. 
--**--
The Conference of University Women 
May I add a little of more especial 
interest to University Women? 'l'he Con-
ference of the International Federation 
was attended by oyer four hundred mem-
bers (including· eighteen Australians), 
rrpresenting twenty-seven different 
nations, ai;id to my amazement nearly 
cYery one of the twenty-seven reports of 
tbe respectiYe Federations was given in 
English. 'l'he Continental woman, on the 
whole, is a wonderful linguist. For in-
stance, a Dutch girl has to know English, 
French and German, as well as her own 
language, also Latin and Greek, before 
she can matriculate to a University. Then 
she has to go through a six years' course 
before she takes her degree. 'l'hat is to say, 
she does not obtain what we call a Bache-
lor's or a Master's degree; after three 
years, she gets a certificate for teaching 
purposes, but she is not considered 
actually to have gone through a Univer-
sity course until she takes her Doctor '1-l 
degree after six year's study. Many 
Dutch women do this; there are 216 
women Doctors of Medicine alone in Hol-
land. Besides this they take degrees m 
~cirnce, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Engineer-
ing, 'fheology, and Law. One very inter-
esting visit we paid was to the Phytopath-
ological Institute connected with the 
1 Tniversity of Utrecht. It is a fine old 
Dutch house and grounds, which were 
presented to the University, and the Plant 
Pathology Laboratory was established 
there. It is directed by a woman, Pr0 · 
fessor ,Johanna vVesterdijk, who in 1910 
started work on a collection of fungi, arnl 
to-day her laboratory contains the only 
complete collection of fungi in existence, 
and sends its specimens out all over the 
world. 
'\Vr hrarcl a great dral of discussion at 
ihr Confrrrnce on the rrconcilia~ion of 
marriage and a profession. 'l'hc pri11-
cipal objection to woman in the profes-
sions seems to be that either she takes 
hrr work less seriously than man, because 
at any time she may marry and give it 
111\ or else she g·oes into it very thorough 
ly, and gives up all idea of having a hom e 
of hrr own. How to overcome this diffi. 
culty is, perhaps, the biggest problem 1 JJ~ 
Fniversity woman has to face, for, as it 
was stated in one of the discussions, we 
do not want to lose the best intellects as 
mothers of the race and heads of families, 
no1· clo we want those intellects to be 
wasted through disuse. 'l'he basis of 
reconciliation mnst be a new philosophy 
of work, which maintains that all work 
is worth while, and this must be fou ndeil 
on a trne partnership between man m·,d 
woman. "Back of evrry woman who ]~ 
getting happiness from combining a 
career with marriage and motherhood is 
a man who believes in her, has the 
courage to make her work possible, the 
unselfishness to rejoice in her success, and 
condole her failures, ancl who is a partner 
in every sense of the word.'' 'l'his is how 
it was put by an American, Mrs. Gilbreth, 
1"110 has made a success to the highest 
degree of this reconciliation; she and 
hrr husband are both highly qualified 
consulting engineers, and she has in addi-
tion a home and eleven children! It was 
at the children's request that she came 
to the Conference while the eldest daugh-
ter at her own suggestion. looked after 
the family. 
One learns such things at a Conference, 
learns how many things are po1>sible, 
which to us, with our necessarily limited 
experience, often seem impossible. It is 
a privilege and an encouragement to 
attend an International Conference of any 
sort, because it makes one realise that 
there is fellowship throughout the world, 
and that rverywhere there are people 
striving after the same ideals and endea-
vouring in every case to iwornote a feeling 
of world-wide peace and friendship. 
E.N.H. 
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Book Reviews 
LE GALLIENE'S ROMANTIC '90's 
In these bm;tling days of the twentieth 
century we have so lost our forefathers' 
ideas of being good that we find it diffi-
cult to be wicked in the charmi11D'ly 
youthful way in which the very you°ng 
men of ''the naughty nineties'' were 
wicked. 
Youth loves "the '90's," entre nous!-
"\Vhen this old world was still a child, 
::;ays Richard Le Gallienne in the volume 
of reminiscences which he has just pub .. 
lished. When Le Gallienne was about as. 
old as we are he went off to London from 
Liverpool, wrote poetry, wore a flowing 
bow and long hair, and drank absinthe. 
He knew Swinburne, Meredith, Wilde, 
Lionel Johnson, Henry Harland, and 
''the incomparable Max," who published 
his "works" in 1895, and announced 
dramatically that the Beardsley period 
had ended! What fascinating days they 
were! And now, with th!) tendernes .~ 
of a grown man looking back upon some 
youthful love, Le Gallienne whimsically 
writes about them. 
We can imagine Le Gallienne trottins 
off to "The Pines" for lunch. What a 
flutter he was in at the thought of seeing 
Swinburne, ''the last of the poets.'' 
When the first awe had passed, and the 
young visitor looked more calmly upon 
the poet of the Poems and Ballads, he 
saw ''a rather short man, wjth incredibly 
narrow 'champagne' shoulders, a dispro-
portionately long and slightly exuberant 
trunk, and short tripping legs. Ilis 
splendid head seemed too big for .his 
body, and gave him the appearance of 
one of those caricatures in which a fan-
tastically large head is placed on a dimi-
nutive figure. 
He has some entertaining anecdotes of 
Meredith, the brilliant, paradoxical 
author and poet, so long unrecognised 
and so bitter because of the lack of recog-
nition. On one occasion Le Gallienne 
asked l1im for a page of manuscript. The 
incident and its climax happened in the 
following fashion: 
I ventured to remind him of it, and 
with well-meant diffidence, I said: "Of 
course, Mr. Meredith, I don't expect 
anything important. I don't expect- I 
don't expect-the manuscript of 'The 
Egoist' or 'Richard Fererel' " - and 
then, in an evil moment, I added, "only 
a little poem." 
The ignominy of the moment is with 
me yet. Immediately I r ealised how 
tragically I had put my foot in it. The 
air seemed to grow still as with immi-
nent thunder, !tnd then, with merciless 
sarcasm, he let loose his lightnings 
upon me. 
"Oh, I see," he said, turning to mv 
fellow guests. "Mark you that! He 
wants nothing important. Only a 
little poem! How truly, after all, he 
speaks. Everyone knows the unim-
portance of my poems-'poetic 11 
matter, not poems,' as some person 0f 
insight has acutely said. Yes! nothing 
important- only a little poem!" 
We often hear that the great l.iord 
Tennyson had his little moments like all 
of us. Ile was tender on the subject of 
criticism. As in the case of Byron, the 
praise of the greatest could not take the 
sting from the censure of the meanest. 
T.ie Gallienne mentions an incident which 
occurred when Tennyson went to visit 
Meredith, fn ll of an obscure critism 
which had been levelled against him. 
Meredith , fnll of an obscurr criticism 
the whole afternoon except, "Apollodorn" 
says I'm not a great poet." On another 
occasion Tennyson and his wife wer•.> 
gne:;;ts at a certain distinguished luncheon 
part~' · It unfortnnate]y ha1)pened that 
the poet saw on one of the tables :i 
criticism which tracked down :Pis indebt-
edness to the classics. 'l'ennyson was 
furious, and left the house with his wifo 
in high dudgeon. When the hoste<;s 
wrote to apologise the next day she 
received a reply to the effect that it was 
a distressing incident, and that Alfred 
hacl been ill ever since! 
Another of the giants of the perio(l, 
Hrrbert Spencer, was exceedingly touchy 
on the point of criticiRm. At a clinner 
party he became embroiled in an ar"'n -
ment with a radical with as pugilisti; ::i 
nature as his own. Spencer was so upset 
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that he verged on an epileptic fit. An,1 
l1ii; verbal antagonist was comforted with 
the remark, "I thou.ght you knew bettel' 
than to contradict Spencer. You mi O'ht 
have killed him." ,.., 
In this breezy, conversational style Le 
Gallienne talks about all the ninety 
figures with whom he came into pe.rsonal 
contact. Naturally his warmest feelingR 
are with the younger men, those of hi>; 
own age, and those whose ideals at th·~ 
time were his ideals. He has marn· 
charming things to say of Pater, the 
magic author of ''Marius, the 
Epicurean." Le Gallienne told Oscar 
Wilde that he was going to -visit Pater, 
and Oscar ''flashed a true portrait in 
character.'' 
"So you are going to see Pater! 
That will be delightful. But I must 
tell you one t'.hing about him, to save 
you from disappointment. You must 
not expect him to talk like his prose. 
Of course, no true artist ever does that. 
But, besides that. he never talks abo11t 
anything that interests him. He will 
not breathe one golden word about the 
Rennaissance. No! he will probably 
say something like this: 'So you wear 
cork soles in your sl:!oes? Is that really 
true? And do you find them comfort-
able. How extremely interesting." 
I1e Gallienne 's memories of the 
Rhymers' Club and The Yellow Book can-
ture the elusi-ve spirit of the decade. 'l'o 
be in the fashion one had to be wicked. 
Naughtiness was the portal through. 
which the young men passed into the 
palace of art. And they took their 
naughtiness so seriously. 'l'he author re· 
calls an evening with Lionel Johnson. "I 
hope you drink absinthe, Le Gallienne,1' 
he said, "for 1 have nothing else for 
you.'' 
It was thus that'Le Gallienne mused: 
Absinthe! I had just heard of it, as 
a drink mysteriously sophisticated and 
even Satanic. To me it had the sound 
of hellebore or mandragora. I hat\ 
never tasted it .. then, nor has it ever 
been a favourite drink of mine. But 
in the '90's it was spoken of with :i 
self-conscious sense of one's being 
desperately wicked, suggesting diabol-
ism and nameless iniquity. Did not 
Paul Verlaine - drink it all the time in 
Paris! -and Oscar wilae and his 
cronies, it was darkly hinted, drank a 
nig'.htly at the Cafe Royal. 
Emphatically, "The Romantic '90 's" 
is a book that all who are interested i•1 
that unique decade in the history of 
English literature should reacl. It has 
not a dull page, and there are two hun-
dred of them, crammed with gay, bante1·-
ing, ironical, whimsical and sad reminifJ-
cences. 
A NIGHT IN THE LUXEMBOURG 
Arthur Ransome's translation of "Une 
Nnit an Luxembourg,'' by Remy de Gour-
rnont, has been re-issued in the limp 
lerither covered Modern T1ibrary. A de-
lightful selection of books, the Modern 
Library has for its objective the publica-
tion, in a cheap hut attractive edition, of 
the best books representative of modern 
1honght. "A Night in the Luxembourg" 
was pnblishNl in :B'rance in 1906. Rhortly 
afterwards it was translated into almost 
rvery othrr Europerin language. 'fhe 
English translation did not maln~ its 
appearance until much later. The hook 
rrratecl a "srnsation" in France. Tn 
England it wris cons~clerrcl blasphernons 
:rnrl inclecrnt by many of its rrarlers, nl-
1hough rin intellige~t minority apprc-
cirited tl1r fact tlrnt it was ri notrihle con-
1 l'ibn1ion 1o morlrrn 1honght .. 
Remy de Gourmont was born in Nor-
mandy in 1858. As a young man he 
went to Paris and obtained a post in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale. He made frie11ds 
with Huysmans. He published his first 
book, "Merlette," a very yonthfnl noYel, 
in 1886. Tt gave little promise of the 
work he was to do later. 'fhe Svrnbolist 
Movement influenced him greatly in the 
last years of the century. He 
carried to its uttermost limit the 
doctrine of the symbolists, and passed on 
to hiR last period of criticism and 
philosophy. He became animated by an 
inrntiable desire for intellectual freedom. 
In "A ~ight in the Luxembourg"' a 
god walks in the gardem behind thr 
Ocleon. The mythical reco1;cler of the 
journal l1ears the god proclaim his 
philosopl1y-hearn him proclaim that in 
one nge his mother lrnR bren Mary, rinrl 
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in another Latona, and that the gods are 
not immortal though their lives are long. 
Flowers are blosso~ing where they walk, 
and three beautiful girls greet them with 
divine amity. The principal speaker in 
the book, which is mostly in dialogue 
form, claims to have inspired, not Christ 
alone, but Pythagoras, E1)icurus, Lucrr>-
tim:, and St. Paul. 'l'h e reader will find 
the idea that all religi.ons are the same, 
01· translations of the same religion. "A 
crystalline Epicureanism'' is suggested 
as a rule of life. "Human wisdom i" to 
live as if one were never to die, and to 
gather the pre~-ent rninutr as it we1·e to be 
eternal.'' 
There is an intellectual sirnilaritv br-
tween Remv de Gourrnont and A~atolc 
France. Both were sceptics in the 
highest sense of the word. Both to some 
extent made an intellectual i»an~e of the 
philosophies towards which the majority 
approach timidly. Both wrrc ironists; 
and both great thinkers. 
Thrre is something of the modrrn 
scepticism. the modern freling of dis-
illusion. although hoth attitudes are 
sublimated, in thr philosopl1y of Remv rle 
Gourrnont. He does not contest beliefs; 
he doubts them. 
His English translator. Arthur Ran-
some, says of ile Go111·mont: "The spec-
tacle of that mind, playing with gods and 
worlds, so certain of its own balance, 
wakes a feeling of emulation which has 
nothing to do with art. This feeling of 
emulation, never far from a feeling· of 
beauty, is the characteristic gift of M. de 
Gourmont's work. 'l'here was an arfr;t: 
there was a thinker: there iR a nhilo<.;o-
nher whose thought loses nothing thr01wh 
being beautiful. whose art loses little 
through being the pathway of the most 
daring, the most sure-footed thought." 
It may be that Rarn;ome exaqogenites 
somewhat, or that his translation h~" fail-
ed to catch the elu"iYe Rnirit of the 
author's work, because the deenest of the 
Gourmont 's thought and hiR noblest 
beauty seem to lose something of their 
clepth and nobility in the English transla-
tion. Recognising that the book is a 
fine work, that its nhilo,·01)hv 1s daring-, 
not to say exhilarating,- still, it docs not 
explain any more than the systems which 
i.t jnggleR . o clavingly tho'1e laws which 
because they are not revealed to llS we 
name my:,;teries. 
De Gourmont puts into the mouth of 
his god these words :-
"Jesus, whom I inspired with some 
elementary ideas, made a mistake 
in taking twelve disciples. He would 
have done wrong to take a single one. 
My ideas, falling into these twelve heads. 
became twefve different kinds of folly. 
It was then that I interested myself in 
Paul. It was too late. Besides, I 
abandoned him almost at once. None 
the less, the Christian Church that he 
founded has become a curious institu-
tion." 
'rhis docs not take ns nry far. Tt i" 
not even deep philo'iophical thon'!h1. Tt 
only says what tl1ommnds of qui1c 
ordinar~r people han ii>aid about C'hris-
tianitv from time to time. The thinker 
will ~ot object fo its sentiment, bt1t he 
will not set much store bv it>; thought. 
He makes a gTeater ap-peal when he, 
savs:-
. "Man. who is always making a nre-
tcnce of revolt, is the most obedienr. of 
rlomesticated animals. He has accented 
the most infamous prescrintions of all 
the moralities in turn . and among you 
it has always been a title of honour to 
kn eel before a decalogue and receive 
blows from a rone on the back. The 
great hypocrites have afwavs heen yo11r 
chOPen masters. and one still hears you 
neigh at the idea of sacrifice." 
Tnileed. it is de Gonrmont 's scenticisn, 
whicl1 wins the clrlight of the t.hinkei-. 
He turnR a briqol1t. searing intellectnal 
Jig-ht on rn~n anrl his works in searrh for 
that truth which~ even to him is an 
ilhlRion. And he tnrns to that "crystal-
line Rni<>11re~nism" al'I the nanace~. 
"The wisR man )la~ but one heli Pf": 
h R writes. "himRelf: the wise man h'1s 
h11 r one fatherland: life ...... 'l'r'"' 
0 Rlfisbness is l'l. 'harmonv. Bnt. thi~ 
lrnrmnny must ho !'OmPns 0 rl hv 0•1e•e'f 
:>nil wovPn with one's own h'1n i\~. 
nhristianitv found a verv h 0 antifnl 
fnrmul'1 :- to work ont onP,'s s:i,lvation. 
Nnw that is a nersonal work ...... T 
hrinP.: you no Pornm:>nclmP,nt. I snhmit 
~ "v~tem to you: the living of on<i's 
lifP.." 
""\Vp n0 rl0nht lPave the vnl111nP with P 
ferlin1» of 11ne<isines8, a feeling that rll' 
0rmrnwnt has left us when Wt' finish thr 
book in no better position than when wr 
Rtarted it. Bnt WP no know tha• ho ha <: 
given us an intellectual entertainment, 
that he has played with the gocls :rnrl 
fonnd himself erprn.1 to tli-c> tni:;k. 
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V estibularia 
A gift of £60G has been received by the 
Senate from Mrs. J. W. Murphy, to 
establish the ''Alexander and Elizabeth 
Raff Memorial Bursary,'' in memory of 
her parents. 'l'his bursary will be for a 
medical student who intends to go to a 
Southern Medical School. The conditionfl 
are now being drafted. 
A valuable gift of some 131 books and 
periodicals hafl been received by the 
library from the efltate of the late Mr. G. 
Fish. A further siun of £400 has been 
made available by the trustees of the late 
Mr. Albert Norton. 
'l'he appointment of Prof. J. P. Lowson, 
M.D., afl research professor of medical 
psychology, has been extended for a 
period of seven years. During the period 
of appointment just closed, Professor 
Lowson has performed commendable 
work in the treatment of ex-soldiers 
suffering from mental disorders. . 
Dr. Eugene Francis Simmonds, M.A., 
Ph.D. , has been ap11ointed lecturer in 
1\fathcmatic:;. He hails from Sydney 
University, and has a brilliant academic 
record as well as wide experience as a 
teacher of Mathematics. 
The Board of Faculties has formulated 
a complete scheme of agricultural 
education in the University, which .neces-
sitates the affiliation of certain existing 
institutions. Steps are being taker:!: to 
pave the way for the adoption of the 
scheme on a working basis, which it is 
hoped will become effective in 1928. 
The work for the degree of B.A. has 
" . ,, b . . t d hren arrangrcl on a umt as1s rns ea 
of a ''year" basis. In future not more 
than f~nr subjects will be taken in a 
year and the course will be spread ~ver ~ny 'number of yrars. There will b~ ~o 
supplementary exams. held except m 
special cases. 
'l'he new scheme is intended to allow 
students to gain a deeper knowledge of 
the subjects studied. 
Professor II. C. Richard>:; and Mr. A. C. 
V. Melbourne represented the Uni\'Crsity 
of Queensland at the ,Jubilee celebrations 
hrlcl by the Adelaide University during 
the recent August Vacation. 'l'he degree 
of D.Sc. ad Eunclum Gradum was con-
ferred upon Profe. sor Richards, and a 
snitahle addres. from the Senate was 
presented by him to the Chancellor of 
Adelaide University. 
Dr. F. W. Whitehouse, B.Sc., Ph.D., has 
been appointed as lecturer in Geology. 
Tt is understood that his services as con-
sulting palaeontologist are being retained 
by the Queensland Geological Survey. 
0. F. (Pines) Anderson, last year's 
Union President, is in the service of thr 
Vacuum Oil Coy. in Brisbane. 
Jack Mulholland is with the lrrigation 
Department. 
Amy Monkhouse has forsaken botany 
for pedagogy. 
The 'l'homaR Mcllwraith Schohwshins in 
Engineering have been awarded to G. \V. 
Barlow, F. I. Griffiths. and H. B. Marks. 
Miss F. Bage, principal of the Women's 
College, and a Senator of the University, 
has departecl for Eurone a-; a rrpresenta-
tive of the r~eague of Nations A<;sembly. 
The death of Mr. Chas. Hedley, F.hR. 
this month, leaves Atrntralia w•0rer. Mr. 
Hedley was often seen at thr University, 
:ind was well known to advanced stu-
dents as a i:tenial naturalist. who had 
delved dre11 into the problems of the 
Pacific faim'.1. He came to Australia at 
the age of 18, and >:ettlecl on trr. ]:1nrl. 
While a young man his elbow was crushed 
hy a plough. and rendered almost uselesR 
for manual work. 'l'he :iccident nece>:si-
tated a chan!!f' of livelihood. and Mr. 
Hedlev obtained a small J)OSition at the 
Austr~lian Mu~eum. Even in his youth 
natural historv hacl interested him, and 
he now took the onnortnnitv of rrt::tking 
a ~erious studv of thr Rnhirrt . Dm·ing 
fortv years of mnRPnm ::incl firld work 
J\fr .. II~cllev f;:imiliariserl himself with the 
f::i1ma of thr Barrier Rerf ::tnd Pacific 
TslandR. ancl brrame one of the foremoRt 
authoritieR in thifl branrh of study. His 
fund of stories and information was al-
wavs interer.:tinP' ::tnd his entlm"iasm in-
fections. He h elcl severa 1 nrizes for 
original ref':pm·rh. anrl ;:it tJw tin1p· of his 
df'ath was director of the investiirntions 
of tl1e Barrier Rref Committee. WP· tnkr 
this onnortnnitv of offering our sincere 
sympathv to his bereaved family. 
Eric Part»idP'e has heen annointed lec-
turer in Eng-lish T_Jiteratnrc at East 
London College, which forms 11art of the 
TTni.versity of I_Jondon. 
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University Societies 
T'H.E UNION. 
Now that third term is with us, Union 
functions arc over. Of course, the Council 
l1as its meetings, and the report will be 
iiresented at the annual general meeting, 
which will be held on Friday, October 29. 
An important step has been taken in 
ibe formation of an Australian Univer-
sities' Students' Union, which was in-
:.ugnrated at a conference of the Univer-
sities of Sydney, Melbourne, South Aus-
tralia, vVestern Australia, and Queen::;-
land. This confe.rence was held in second 
Vacation, and as a · result we shonlcl have 
more efficient and s'atisfactory manage-
ment in the matter of inter-Un1versitv 
details. This hody will also be the ge~­
eral guardian 'oT the interests of Austra -
l ian universities. 
The i1ossibility of issuing a hanilbook 
to freshers and othe1's is now hein!! in -
vestigated bv an enthusiastic committer 
of the Union. Tf. when the handbook i~ 
rmblished it armrnints sh1dents with lifr 
within the University more readily th~n 
students seem to become acrrna;ntrd with 
the various organisationR. its publication 
will not have been in vain. 
·The UniverRity Ball. held towards t h r 
rnd of the second term. was Rcarcely a 
success financially or ,;orially. Perhap,; 
the control of the entertainments com-
mittee iR nreded vrry 11rQ"entlv. bnt when 
a ball, under the anspices of the three 
strongest un:ons of the University turns 
ont an?thing: hnt sntisfactory arnl is ~o 
poorly snpportcd, at whnt conelnsiom 
may we arrive '! 
Very shortly, it seems, the Benaie will 
have to decide on the permanent site. lt 
is to be hoped that in the discussion of 
the various proposals clue consiclerntion 
will be given to the '.vants of the students. 
In the Southern Universities, the unions 
have been liberally proviiled for in the 
matter of grounds and floor spnce by a 
very wise tlenate. And we arc sufficient-
ly optimistic to hope that some day we 
will be able to challenge both :::Jydney aml 
l\1elbournc in point of view of numbers. 
As the year draws to a close, and we 
look back on the year's work, some re-
gl'et that so much has not been attempted, 
or that so much has been attempted and 
:n,ot ,been w;holl.Y successful; but there 
is certainly some satisfaction to every-
one that something has been done. And 
so we find some members of the Council 
jubilant and some otherwise. Ent we arc 
all certain that next year's Council will 
take up when we have left off. 
·we wish them every success. 
MUSICAL SOCIET'Y. 
The work of the Musical Society has 
been progressing steadily, thougl1 tl1e 
attendance, especially of tenors, has, at 
times. been very disappointing. 
So far, the benefits of the work have 
been reaped only by the members in the 
shape of P'ersonal enjoyment and educa-
tion, as owing to various causrs, the con-
cert which was to have been given in 
July, unfortunately had to be postponed. 
No elate has as yet been assi"ned for it 
but if practicable, it will be 0 the seconcl 
half of third term. 
It will be very unfortunatr if the con-
cert does not eventuate, as in that case 
the society will not have fulfilled its 
purpose of presenting to the publ:c thr 
madrigals of the Elizabethan age. 
Mr. C. J. Nash has very ably officiated 
as conductor all the year. 
During the last week of Second Term a 
nui:i ber of guests were entertained by the 
society at a musical evening. '!.'his was 
held in the Men's Common Room, which 
was tastefully decorated for the occasion 
with palms and bowlr.; of roses. Piano-
forte and vocal items wcl'e rendered 
throughout the evening, and the pro-
gramme was much appreciated by the 
ninety odcl people who were prrsrnt. 
DEBAT'ING SOCIETY. 
. With the approach of third term, bring-
mg the inevitable examinations, there 
has been a falling off in the activities 
of the society. However, as five ordinary 
and two inter-society debates were 
staged last term, our work must be re-
garded as satisfactory. Tt ifl the intention 
of the committee to hold at least one 
Ol'dinary debate in - tl1ircl term this year. 
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There i:;eenrn to be no real reai:;on why the 
innoYation i:;hould not be a success. 
On lj'riday, J nly 30, an undergraduate 
team, consisting of Messrs. Hardie, 
Brown, and Thomas, met a graduates' 
team, composed of Messrs. Stanley, 
Risson, and ·w atson. Although the at-
tendance at this debate could hardly be 
called satisfactory, the standard of de-
bate was high, and as a means bri.ng'ng 
graduates and undeegraduates together, 
it is hoped to make it an annual function. 
On Monday, August 9, our rcpresenta-
tiYCs debated a team from the Bl'isbanc 
Grammar School Old Boys' Association, 
consisting of Messrs. 'Williamson, Jamri-; 
and Drake. 'l'he topic of discussion was 
"'l'hat the Modern Stage is Decadent." 
Aftel' a close and interesting contest the 
adjudicator, Mr. Byth, gave his vcl'Clict 
in favour of our opponents by a narrow 
margin of points. Onr re1wesentatiYe-~ 
were Messrs. Hardie, Brown and 
Seymour. 
At the Inter-University contests held 
in Melbourne during the Angust vacation 
we were represented by Mess1·s. Sf>ymour, 
Hardie, and Brown. -After losing their 
first debate to Sydney our team succeeded 
in defeating the Adehlide representatives. 
We feel t11at the day when Queenslaml 
will carry away the laurels of tl1is con-
tc'it is not far distant. 
WOMEN 'S Cl.UB. 
'l'he third social function of this year 
was held on September 2nd, in the 1\Ien'i-; 
Common Room. Musical items and reci-
tations were rendered by Misses 0 'Hara, 
Spurgin, Perrett and 1\facgregor. A 
playette was also reacl. Tt was entitled, 
''Snowed Up '~ith a Duchess,'' and 
Misses Barker, Scott, Stockdale, and 
Campbell took part in it. An amusing 
competition was won by Miss Gladys 
Spurgin. 
The annual gene1;al meeting was held 
on Sept. 10. It was decided to have a 
patroness, who would be an honorary 
member of the Club, in addition to a pre-
sident, who would be an undergraduate. 
The election of officers resulted as 
followi; :-
Patroness, Mrs. Bryan; President, Miss 
Harding; Vice-President. Miss IIill; 
8rcretary, l\Iiss Holdsworth. 
Miss Bulcock read a satlsfactory re-
port concerning the activities of the 
Beautifying Committee, and the new 
committee, consisting of a president, 
l'vfo;s Stockdale, and two mrmben;, 
Misses Scott and \Vhite, gives promise of 
great things to some. 
The Provisions Committee presented 
<m excellent report and balance sl1eet. 
'l'he new committee is as follows :-Pre-
sident, Miss Curiae; Secretary, Miss 
Nissen; Treasurer, Miss Aitk•en. 
The year has been very successful, and 
great interest has been taken by members 
in the Club's activities. 
MEN 'S CL.UB. 
'l'he annual general meeting of the club 
will be held on or about October 15, and 
from that elate the new officials will 
carr,v on. All members of the club are 
asked to give their whole-hearted support' 
to the incoming committee in connection 
with the first function of the club year, 
which is the Men's Club Dinner. It will 
be held during the second week of the 
November Ordeal, and all those who in-
tend being present can rest assured that 
they will have the usual merry time. 
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University Sport 
WOMEN 'S TENNIS CLUB. 
The annual general meeting for 
the year 1926 was held in the 
Moderns' Ro~m on September 17, 
and the election of officers result-
ed as follows :-Captain, E. Gra-
ham: vice-captain, Z. \Valker; sec-
retary, T. Rohde. 
\Ve have ~mpletecl our fixture 
matche:"': and, though compelled 
to forfeit a good many, we were 
comparatively suc-
cessful in the 
others. Very few 
of the events in 
Club Tournament have 
been played off so far, and 
it was decided to abandon 
it. 
MEN 'S HOCKEY CLUB. 
Activity in the I-Tockev 
world is almost 0Yer for 
the year, and the Club can 
look back on a successful 
season. Althougl1 the 
what was a surprisingly (to us, 
at any rate) eYen matdi. The 
Queensland team was ai:; fol-
lows :-Goalkeepe1·. M. A. Sim-
monds; full backs, L . C. Pi"Jier 
(v.-captain), and F. 'l'homas: 
halves, A. Bradford, J. J lunt. 
and C. Kerr; forwards, E. A. 
Anderson, H . Berg, C. J. Nash 
(capt.), C. A. M. Weller, and 
C. Berglin; emergency, N. G. 
\Yard. 
}felbourne scored first, ancl 
held the lead all 
through, but at one 
time the score stoocl 
at 5-4, Queensland 
showing every likeli-
hood of equalising. For Mel-
bourne. II. Edmonds was re-
sponsible for fiw of the goals 
and P. vV. Farmer for the re-
maining two. C. \Veller anc1 
H. Berg each provided two for 
Queensland, and I-Tnnt secnreJ 
t11e other. 
Syme Cup returned to J_,a Sante 
The team played much bet-
ter than anyone had hoped, and 
the form produced was much 
better than in anv of the Melbourne, only by a nar- c'est_ la Gynmastiq ue! 
row margin did it fail to 
remain with us. 
The '' B'' team has not proved very 
successful, and takes its usual position 
at the bottom of the list. A little more 
enthusiasm on the part of many of the 
players might have prevented this, but 
the number of budding geologists in the 
team has at times been somewhat of a 
handicap. 
Ewn thougl1 seldom on the winning 
side, ho"·eyer, the team has succeeded in 
putting up some very creditable per-
formances. 
The absence of Sydney University from 
the Tnter- 'Varsity competition this yellr 
is much to be regretted. 
Most of the Melbourne Hockey team 
ll!TiYed by the Sydney mail on Monday, 
Augnst 23, and werf' fo11owed on the suc-
ceeding day by their interstate representa-
tiws. The match was played at the Exhi-
bition Oval on \Vednesday, August 25, 
llnd Melbourne won by 7 goals to 5, after 
Q.H.A. fixtures. The excellent" coaching 
provided by Mr. Badham was undoubted-
ly largely responsible. 
On Thursday, to take the place of the 
match originally arranged for Sydney. 
an unofficial return match with l\Iel-
bourne was played. Queensland led bv 
three goals to two at the interval, b1{t 
final scores were six to three in favour of 
Melbourne. The dinner at the Countrv 
Eress Cafe was a huge success · 
BOAT CLUB. 
The last three months havl:' been Yery 
busy ones for the Boat Club. 
A pontoon has been ordered, and bv 
the encl of this term we shall be able t.o 
have our row in comfort. The inter-
College rllce took place on August 7, and 
was rowed over a mile course between 
the B.G.S. shed and thf' dr~' dock. 'l'he 
race WllS rowed in still watrr llncl was 
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won by Barlow '8 Extra-Collegiate four, 
followed by John's, who were half-a-
length ahead of Emmanuel. Jn describing 
the race it can be said of the winner~ 
that they started at 18 for the first half-
rninute and 3± for the full term. 'l'hey 
1:>oon drew <~ \ 1 · ay from the other c1·ewH and 
finished up frve lengths in the lead. The 
race for :;;ccond place was more interest-
in1r, owing to the great struggle between 
John's and Emmanuel OYer the whole 
course. After th c first burst had died 
down, No. 1 Extra-Collrg·iate four led by 
a length, with Johns a few feet ahead of 
thr other crews. At the bridge Kings held 
second place, but Johns moved up and 
pa~Rcd them. Emmanuel then spurted 
and drew lncl with Johns, but Collins 
an'wrred b~· giYing a dozen and d1y.v 
away b.v half a length. Kings and No. '.!. 
Extra--Collcgiate crew "·err now about a 
leni::;th bch'ncl Emmanuel. From Brown's 
·wharf to the finish Johns and Emmanuel 
put up a magnificent struggle; spurt 
followed sntut. and ,Johns cros!'led the line 
barely half a length ahead. Th e distances 
between the crews at the fini;.;h were 
No. 1 Extra-Collegiate four, five lengths 
ahead of Johns, who were half-a-length 
ahrad of Emmannel, Kings being· fourth 
two lengths away, and No. 2 Extra-
Collegiate four, a similar distance further 
back. 
On the day following the Inter-Collegr, 
race the Maiden Eight was taken out 
and the form displayed was not very en-
courag:ng, but under the untiring efforts 
of our coach, Mr. A. A. ·watson, it has 
improved out of all sight and shou"Id give 
a vrry good account of itself on Septem-
ber 25. 
A champion four also has been formed, 
"·ith Eric Freeman in the stroke seat. 
TENNIS CLUB. 
The U.T.A. fixtures are drawing to a 
close, and it is with some regrrt tl1at 
members of the teams must view the 
year's progress. An~rone who hils played 
tennis for any length of time c;mnot. fail 
to i·oalisf' the attractiveness of the game. 
We !rnve endeavoured during the year to 
!oRter the game, and no doubt we haY~ 
succeeded {o some ext,ent. But we are con-
siderably handicapped in that tlH'l'f' arp 
no courts aYailable on the 'Varsity 
grounds, and until we can obtain snch it 
seems that there will not be the fntmc 
for 'Varsity Tennis that there might be. 
Whereas in eYery secondary school tennis 
is keenly played, here at the more ad-
Yanced seat of learning we fincl that the 
game is just struggling. Certain]~· we 
have had a succrssfnl year from the 
point of Yiew of competitiw matches. 
Our A's have bern defratecl on three 
occasions only. and onr B's haYe been 
roually victorious. IndiYiclnall>·· thP 
eonally Yictorious. Tndividually the mem-
bers of the teams have shown brilliance 
consistentl:v. Hoey, onr best, has shown 
that we po~r;ess one of the best juniors in 
the State. bv advancing to the finals in 
the Qurenslaml .Tnnior Championship 
>:er ies, recently held on the =11ilton comt. 
But surely there is more i;1 trnnis than 
thf' winning of competi•ion-;. RPpre-
Rentat:,m, have been made to th e Staff 
Tenni,, Ju::sociation for the use of one of 
their conrts in thf' gronncls. At JWf'sent 
there are some difficulties '"hich will 
have to be adjusted before th P Associa-
tion will grant us our request, bnt we are 
hoping that by the new year we will be 
able to play on the conrts so conveni ently 
situated. 
In the meantime, and even after that, 
we earnestly hope that we will find better 
accommodation on the permanent site. 
SPORTS UNION. 
'fhe unsatir;factory conditions of award 
ar.d the general spirit of apathy 
displayed in matches between Col1e-
p:iates and extra-Collegiatcs haw led 
the Sports' Union to formulate new 
conditions of award of the Baxter 
Cup, and instead of the Cnp being 
uwarded for cricket and football, it will 
in future be awarded for contests in all 
the different branches of sport, points 
being allowed for each contest. By this 
change it is hoped to stimulate interest 
in the competition. 
In the Inter-University Hockey Com-
petition the Pniversity team was de-
feated by Melbourne by 7-3 after a hard 
game. Sydn<"y, unfortunately. was 
nnable to sencl a team to comnetc . 
{)c~ober, 19ZG . G.ALMAHRA. 
Ex Cathedra 
Although monetary inducements were 
held out for the best poem and the best 
short story sent in for the '' Galmahra'' 
eompetition, only three contributions 
were received. The contributions were 
all in Yerse, but did not have sufficient 
merit to justify an award. 'l'he 'verses 
fell below standard technicallv. One of 
the contributors committed the horrible 
sin of rhyming "breathless" with "great-
ness . '' 
The situation m\[st be faced that the 
malignant disease of apathy is endanger-
ing the existence of the TTni \'ersitY 
magazine. Each year the life of th.e 
magazine depends upon the exertions of 
a very small percentage of students. and 
that percentage has now become so small 
as to be almost negligible. If it is to 
live. the magazine must be animated by 
a Fniversity spirit. The task of next 
year's magazine committee will be ver;-;-
great, and a more liYely co-operation on 
the nart of .the students is earnestl:' 
sought. 
A contribution under the headin~ 
''Slander the \Voman'' was received by 
the astonished Editor. He sincerel:' 
congratulates the author on his broacl-
mindedness, but points out that without 
drastic censorship the article would have 
sat somewhat riotously in the pages of 
"Galmahra." It might have found a 
place had it been a little more subtle. 
As it was, its indecorous nakedne. s made 
the Editor blush. 
"R" is a pleasingly constant contri-
butor, but the Editor feels constrained to 
tell him that his sense of the melo-
dramatic exceeds even the most approved 
of Victorian limits. 
\Ye have not the space nor the inclina-
tion to enter into a controversy with the 
young lady who asked the Editor to 
remember "the fate of poor Keats,'' nor 
with another young lady, who remarked 
that "eyen would-be poets ha Ye feel-
ings.'' To the former we would suggest 
that a close study of the poet she in-
stances would be of great benefit to her. 
As to the latter young lady. we shall 
wait until her "promising blossom" 
"gets a fair start" before criticising her. 
The "Lines on Beauty,'' sent in by 
"J,'' were quite charming in thought, 
but it must be confessed that they did 
not scan. 
It is always advi1-mble to r emember the 
proverb abo11t the early "·orm. Contribu-
tions sent in after the date announced 
for the closing of copy are not considered 
fol" i1ublicdion, and tardiness on the part 
of one or two contributors spells disap-
pointment for the tardy ones. 
'l'he following exchanges haYe been re-
ceiYed :-''Hermes'' (Sydney), ::\lelbourne 
lTniYersity Magazine, Adelaide l;niver-
sity Magazine, ''Australian Journal of 
Psychology ancl Philosophy,'' ''Adelaide 
:;\1edical Students' ReYiew,., ''The Aus-
tralian Teacher,'' ''The Imperial Confer-
ence of Students' Publication,'' UniYer-
sity College ~1agazine (I,ondon), "'l'he 
Viking,'' Ipswich Girls' Grammar School 
::\fagazine, King's School Magazine, and 
"The Melburnian." 
Magazine File 
'!'he Union is enueavouJ.·111g to bmd 
a ::;econd complete rile or Univer-
::.ny of l,\ncen::;land ~vlagazmes ancl 
'' ltalmahra.'' Although the tlle JS 
nearly complete, there are ::;cyeral 
gaps, and the Magazine Committee 
would be pleased if ex-students 
could supply any of the following 
magazines :-
University of (~ueenslancl ~1aga­
zine: NoYember, 1916; ~lay, July, 
October, 1917; :;\i ay. October, 1918; 
_,\. ugust, 1920. 
'' Galmahra'': :;\iay, 192i3. 
Address co pie::; to '·The Busi11ess 
::\fanager, Galmahra.'' 
"Galmahra" Subscription: 4/6 per annum. 
Post Paid 
Subscriptions should be sent early in the New Year to 
The Business Manager, " Galmahra," University of 
Queensland. 
TELEPHONE: BRISBANE, 
CENTRAL 8140 12th April, 1926. 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
The Student Benefactions Scheme in the University of 
Queensland, which was voluntarily adopted by the Union last 
year, is now firmly established, and it is desired to make its 
initial success as great as possible before Degree Day, April 
30th. 
Particula1·s of the Scheme were published in the daily 
papers of Brisbane on April lOth and 12th, and full im•orma-
tion will be forwarded if desired, from this office. 
You are invited to make the plan known widely among 
other graduates, and to g·ive or promise to give some amount or 
some object as an expression of your loyalty to the University. 
No minimum amount is fixed, and gifts may be repeated. All 
benefactors will enter their name and particulars of their gift 
in the Book of Student Benefactors, which is now being pre-
pared, of parchment, as a permanent and increasingly signifi.-
can t memorial. 
By ''students'' are meant primarily graduates, including 
those admitted all eun<lem grwlum, also all undergraduates and 
unmatriculated students. But others who are interested in 
the University may give in the name and memory of the Dead 
on the Roll of Honour. Gifts of :five guineas each have been 
received thus in the names of two A.I.F. men, and one of two 
guineas in the name of all. 
Benefactors may name their own object and conditions 
01' gift, subject to acceptance by the Senate, but the follow-
ing objects have been suggested by the representafo·c sub · 
committee for Student Benefactions as having eaeh a wide 
appeal and particular value. 
Yours faithfully, 
H. J J. SPARKS. 
Hon. Sec. Student Benefa ~ ti ons Sub-Committee. 
[P.T.0. 
OBJECTS. 
l. UNIVERSITY LIBRARY CAPITAL FUKD. 
The interest on this fund (but only after the capital 
amount reaches £100 )., will be allotted to each of the 
Faculties in turn for the purchase, on the recommendation 
of that Faculty, of books which could not otherwise be 
bought out of the Departmental LibrarY, quotas. 
STUDENTS ARE URGED TO BRING THIS FUND AT 
LEAST UP TO ITS MINIMUM WORKING CAPITAL 
(£100) BEFORE COMMEMORATION. 
2. l;'AOULTY CAPITAL FUNDS (for Arts, Science, 
Engineering, etc.), on lines similar to above. 
3. UNION FURNISHING AND EQUIPMENT GENERAL 
FUND. 
(In General Funds, Capital as well as Interest may be 
expended). To proYide furnishing and equipment for the 
present Common Rooms, and the future Union Building. 
Pund to be adllJinistered by the Senate through the 
UniYcrsity Union. 
4. SPORTS OVAL AND SPORTS EQUIPMENT GENERAL 
FUND, to be administered by the Senate through the 
Sports Union. 
5. GIFTS OF A SPECIFIC NATURE. 
Including special teaching equipment (books, lanterns, 
sets of slides, machinery, etc.), pictures and statuary re-
lating to particular studies or of University interest; 
a rchitectmal adornment (stained glass windows, etc.); and 
objects of art. 
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